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The following report was prepared by the architect in charge of 

the restoration and renovation of Fort Independence on Castle Island 
in Boston Harbor. During the preparation of the conract drawings, 

an extensive amount of research was done to ensure historical accuracy 
wherever possible. Many facts were also uncovered which, although not 
pertinent to the architect's work, would be useful for determining an 
interpretive program for the museum which will be established here. 
This report was compiled in order to provide written documentation 

of the architect's decisions on the restoration as well as to provide 
a reference for additional research, the planning of exhibits, and 

for further restoration work. 
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The history of Castle Island dates back to 1634, the same year the 
Boston Common was established. This small island which was 300 yards 
off the coast of South Boston, before the land fill of the early 
twentieth century, is one of the oldest fortified sites in the United 
States. 


The chronological listing of events which follows demonstrates how 
inseparably the history of Castle Island is linked to the history of 
Boston. Bostonians felt very strongly about this island. For the 
most part, repairs necessary to maintain the fortifications on Castle 
Island were quickly funded by the General Court. When appropriations 
were not forthcoming, however, the fortifications were kept up by 

a community effort. 


Twice the island was occupied by the royal regiments, once between 
1686 and 1689 and again in the years just prior to the Revolution, 
Causing great resentment among Bostonians. It was only when the 
greater needs of the newly formed United States took precedence that 
Boston willingly ceded Castle Island to another authority, in 1798. 


The 340 year history of the island as outlined here is only meant to 
serve as a basis for future research. The events listed have been 
gleaned from several secondary sources, primarily: Edward Rowe Snow's 
Castle Island; King's History of Boston Harbor; Paul Revere And the 
World He Lived In by Esther Forbes; and "A Report on Barracks and 
Hospitals with descriptions of Military Posts" by the Surgeon General's 
Office of the War Department dated December 5, 1870 which may be found 
in the State Library of Massachusetts. 


Time and money constraints prevented the investigation necessary to 
accurately document the events listed. In Appendix I, sources for 
future research are discussed which it is hoped will aid future 
historians of Castle Island. 


1630 


1632 


1634 


1635 


John Winthrop, lawyer, manor lord of Groton in Suffolk, 
England, first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Commonwealth, 
was among the leaders of the 1630 migration from England. The 
fleet of eleven ships, including the "Arbella", "Ambrose", 
"Talbot", and "William and Francis", carried some 700 passen- 
gers. The leaders envisioned a centralized community in the 
New World. "We shall be a Citty upon a Hill", Winthrop told 
the passengers of the "Arbella" in a lay sermon during their 
crossing. Each settler was to have a house and garden beyond 
which would be common fields for the general public, with larger 
farms granted to the more wealthy and prominent. The community 
would be the center of both church and government and serve as 
a fortified refuge against hostile indians and foreign enemies. 


A battery was constructed at Fort Hill, the southernmost por- 
tion of the Boston peninsula as an advance line of defense in 
case of attack. 


Now an established community, Boston sought defenses further 
out in the harbor, on one of the numerous islands which pro- 
tected the port; shipping being the only means of receiving 
supplies and communications from England. Hull was the first 
Site inspected but the cold sea breeze proved too much for 
Winthrop and his counselors and this idea was abandoned. 

In July of this year twenty men, including Governor Thomas 
Dudley and his council, visited Castle Island and decided it 
would be a perfect site for a fortress. Each man present sub- 
scribed five pounds for the fortification and elected Deputy- 
Governor Roger Ludlow of Dorchester, to supervise construction. 
After two platforms and a small earthwork were constructed on 
the northeast side of the island, the General Court resolved 
that the Fort at Castle Island be fully SANE le before any 
other fortification was begun. 


Three cannon, one of which belonged to Dept. Governor Billing- 
ham, were carried down on lighters and installed at the Castle 
and the garrison, made up of two men weekly from each of the 
Six towns to be paid from the treasury of the colony, fired 
these at incoming vessels until the ship recognized the forti- 
fication by raising her flag. Thomas Beecher (ancestor of 
Henry Ward Beecher) who had come over as master of the "Talbot" 
was one of the Castle officers at this time. Nicholas Simpkins 
was the first commander (followed by Lt. Edward Gibbons). 
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1637 


1638 


1643 


1645 


Three ships sailed into the harbor from Ipswich, England and 
one refused to anchor in front of the Castle. A gunner, mean- 
ing to fire across the bow, misaimed and struck and killed a 
passenger. (Another account says that wet powder delayed the 
firing.) Although the governor and his inquest decided the 
man had come to "his death by the Providence of God", the 
General Court abandoned the Castle the next year (12 March 
1638) according to one source. 


Lt. Morris, commander of the Castle was deposed for his support 
of Ann Hutchinson. Capt. Robert Sedgwick took his place and 
was authorized to hire a gunner and an assistant gunner to 
receive 300 bushels of corn per year as pay. (Another account 
reports that after the General Court withdrew its support the 
works at Castle Island were kept in order by several citizens 
aided by small grants between Mar 2, 1638 and May 10, 1643.) 


On May 10, the General Court gave orders to remove the ordnance 
and ammunition to Cambridge, Charlestown and Ipswich and the 
Island was leased to Capt. Gibbons. (No indication is given 
ane is the same Edward Gibbons who was the second comman- 
der. 


In June, La Tour sailed into the harbor and his ship the 
"Clement" fired a friendly shot at the Castle. The inhabitants 
of the Bay Colony became alarmed that, had this been an unfriend- 
ly vessel, their port would be unprotected. 


Delegates from Boston and the five adjacent towns petitioned 

the General Court to restore the Castle and garrison. They were 
refused but obtained permission to build a fort at their own 
expense: the court provided one hundred pounds per annum for 
maintenance. A fort of stone, timber and earth, measuring 50' 
Square inside the 10' walls was erected. Richard Davenport 

was commissioned commanding officer in July 1645. 


During the civil war in England (the King vs. Parliament) the 
Legislature ordered the "cheife millitary officer of the 
trayne band of the town of Boston" to arm and garrison his 
batteries, and: 


"If any shipps within yor harbor shall quarrell, & 
shoote one at another, whereby the people or howses 
may be endangered, you shall use your endevor and 
Power to stay and suppresse such attempts, & to 
bring such shipp or shipps under comand." 
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1651 


1653 


1654 


1655 


1665 


1673 


The Legislature passed the following order: 


"Forasmuch as this Courte conceives the old English 

colours now used by the Parliament of England to be 

a necessary badge of distinction betwext the English 
& other nations in all places of the world, till the 
state of England shall alter the same, which we much 
desire, we being of the same nation, hath therefore 

ordered, that the capt. of the Castle shall present- 
ly advaunce the afforesaid colours of England uppon 

the Castle uppon all necessary occasions." 


A small fort, costing less than 300 pounds was authorized to 
be built by order of the General Court on Castle Island, August 
20ne LOS 38 


A pine tree fort was built to replace the earlier one which 
fell apart due to the poor quality of mortar. (Oyster shel] 
lime was used.) 


The six towns were asked to send men and supplies to offset 
expenses at the Castle. 


Boston lent the Castle a great bell and a substantial supply 

of gun powder in response to the 1654 request. This, according 
to Snow was in service until 1831 when it was given to the Bos- 
tonian Society. 


A small Castle of brick was added to the Island's defenses. It 
had three stories and three rooms: the dwelling room below, 
lodging room over that, gun room (with 6 Saker guns) on top 

and three more guns mounted on the roof. 


Captain Davenport, taking a nap in an apartment separated only 
be a wood partition from the powder magazine, was struck by 
lightening and killed. The powder, however, was not lighted 
and the Castle was not damaged. Roger Clap became the new 
commander. He remained there until,at the age of 77, (in 
1686, he resigned to protest Andros' regime). 


In March a disastrous fire destroyed practically all the build- 
ings on the island. 


The General Court resolved to erect a "small regular peece" 

in May of this year on the site of the old Castle. This fort 
was to be not more than 60' square within the walls. Funded by 
the estate of Gov. Bellingham who had recently died and left 

an incoherent will, a stone fort with four bastions mounted 
with 38 guns, and 16 culverins and a small water battery of 

SiX guns was completed in October 1674. Furthermore, every 
vessel of twelve tons or more arriving in Boston was obligated 
to pay a shilling per ton for the upkeep of the Castle. 
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1686 Sir Edmund Andros was sent by King James II, as the Governor, 
Captain-general and Vice-Admiral of His Majesty's Dominion of 
New England. Andros revoked the colony's charter and became 
one of the most hated Governors of the Commonwealth. Capt. 
Clapp resigned his post rather than serve under the new gover- 
nor. The governor's redcoats took over the Castle, as well 
as the South Battery at Fort Hill. 


1689 On April 18, in what has been termed "the Glorious Revolution" 
The Council of Safety, after hearing rumors that James II was 
dethroned, gained control of the South Battery, captured Andros 
and persuaded him to return the Castle to the control of the 
Colony. Andros was then imprisoned on the Island along with 
the chief officers of his government for eight months although 
he made several attempts to escape. Commissioner Palmer, one 
of the officers, wrote his "Impartial Account of the State on 
New England" while imprisoned on the island. 


1691 A new charter was established for the colony which decreed that 
the Lieutenant or Deputy Governor would automatically become 
the commander at Castle Island. Lieutenant-Governor William 
Stoughton became the new commander. | 


1696 Apprehension of a French naval attack caused the committee on 
defenses to order new batteries and bastions at Castle Island. 


1701 All the old Colonial works on Castle Island were removed. 
Colonel Wolfgang William Romer, the chief military engineer 
of all the British forces in North America under King William 
III was sent to supervise construction of a "scientific fort 
OF .bDYICkK’. 


The Crown contributed toward the erection of this fort. Its 
four bastions were named by British officers, the "Crown", the 
"Rose", the "Royal" and the "Elizabeth". (In one account these 
names were given to the bastions of 1673 fort.) The ordnance 
were 24-9 pounders, 12-24 pounders, 18-32 pounders and 18-48 
pounders. 


1703 The new work was dedicated. 


1708 The Castle was recruited to its full strength of 80 men, again 
fearing French invasion. Any man who enlisted at this time 
received a -3 bonus. 


1709 A delegation of Mohawk Indians toured the works with high mili- 
tary ceremony. 


1716 Lt. Gov. William Dummer assumed command at Castle William, which 
at this time was the first fort in British America, under orders 
from the Crown. This upset the General Court which previously had 
the power of appointment. He further upset the colonial legislature 
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1734 
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1744 


1745 


1747 


when it was discovered he was using three soldiers from the 
Castle to work on his farm at Newbury and asked the government 
to pay for their board. 


A storm did great damage to the Castle, the town and the light- 
house. 


On September 11, John Larrabee succeeded John Gray as Lieuten- 
ant of Castle William. The lieutenant was the senior resident 


~and had immediate command of the fortress. After this date 


his title was Lieutenant Captain. 


A party of indians was sent to the Castle as captives but soon 
escaped. 


Gov. Burnet came to assume his jurisdiction over Massachusetts 
and the Castle gave him a resounding salute. During his adminis- 
tration, it was discovered that a certain George Burnet who 

was listed on the victualling bill as a quarter-gunner was 
really a personal attendant to the Governor and therefore 

Should not be paid for by the colonial legislature. 


February 1, a committee of the General Court inspected the 
works at Castle Island and on their report funds were supplied 
for repairs. Lt. Gov. Phipps, John Quincy and Benjamin Bird 
were appointed to supervise the work. (King and Snow give 
years 1735 and 1736 respectively - when reports went out that 
the Castle was in need of new mortar. ) 


A new battery was erected at the eastern end of the island 
150' from the old work) and was to be jointed to the main fort 
by a platform and palisades. 


The guns (20-42 pounders) were mounted on the 1735 battery 
named for Governor Shirley. 


The town received 20-42 pounders and 2 mortars sent from England 
for the Castle. 


These guns, recently received, were taken out on the Provincial 
fleet to do service at the Battle of Louisburg where Massachu- 
setts men captured the French fortress. 


In November the victors of Louisburg returned to salutes from 
the Castle. 


With the fall of Louisburg, France sent the Duc d'Anville to 
destroy Massachusetts. Hundreds of citizens were seen upon 

the island, repairing, and building fortifications. The fleet 
was, however, blown off course as the story is told in Longfellow's 
"Ballad of the French Fleet". 
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Late in November, the commodore of a royal naval squadron 

sent a press gang into Boston to round up stray merchant 
seamen who could be used for His Majesty's service. After 
gathering fifty sailors, the press gang was attacked by a mob 
wielding cutlasses and clubs. The town's sailors were freed, 
and the press gang hurried back to their ships. To prevent 
further attempts at impressment, the mob seized all available 
royal naval officers, marched to Governor Shirley's house, 

and demanded that the press gang be prosecuted. If the Gover- 
nor refused to act, the mob threatened to hang the officers. 


Governor Shirley, assuring the mob he had no hand in the 
attempted impressment, took the officers into his house. A 
Deputy Sheriff tried to disperse the crowd and was locked in 
the town stocks. A boat, supposedly belonging to the press 
gang, was burned outside Shirley's house. 


Governor Shirley went to the Castle the next day "to await 
the town's apology”. 


1749 The ordnance consisted of 204 cannons, not counting mortars. 
1750 Capt. Peter Goelet of New York reported: 


"The Harbour is defended by a Strong Castle of a Hundred 
Guns, Built upon An Island where the Shipping must pass 
by and within hale. Its Situation is Extrordenary as it 
commands on Every Side and is Well Built and Kept in 
Exceeding Good Order." 


1753 A 360' long barrack was built to accommodate Shirley and 
Pepperell's regular and provincial troops. 


1757 Gov. Pownal arrived to assume the government of the province. 
(Four years later he is credited with a picture of Castle 
William. ) 


1758 This new barrack was occupied by a detachment of "Royal 
Americans". The permanent garrison, which seldom exceeded 
fifty, was lodged in the citadel. 


1759 Lt. Capt. Larrabee died and Mr. John Phillips who had been 
chaplain at the castle since 1746 was appointed the new Lieu- 
tenant Captain. He held that position until 1770 and was the 
last Provincial Officer in charge. 


Loe Governor Sir Francis Bernard succeeded Pownal and made Castle 
Island his summer residence. 


1764 The barracks were used to house inoculated patients during the 
smallpox epidemic of this year. 
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1765 


1766 


1768 


In the spring of this year, the Stamp Act passed in England, 
to go into effect November 1. 


On August 14, the Sons of Liberty protested. A riot broke 

out during which Andrew Oliver (a newly appointed stamp master) 
was hung in effigy and had his house attacked. Gov. Bernard 
took refuge at the Castle. 


In September, the stamps arrived and Bernard put them in 
Castle William for safekeeping. 


In May, the Stamp Act was repealed and on July 27, a ship 
left the harbor carrying the stamps which had never left 
Castle William. 


Events leading to the "Liberty Riot" began on May 9 when 
John Hancock's sloop "Liberty" arrived at Hancock's Wharf. 
It was too late in the day for the Custom's Commissioners to 
properly inspect it and agents were stationed on board to 
ensure no illegal unloading. That night, the captain 

died and the agents charged that they had been tied up while 
certain cargo was unloaded. 


Argument ensued and on June 10 the boat was officially siezed 
for an illegal entry of cargo a month before. A crowd of 
sailors and dockworkers began to form as the notice of seizure 
was posted. The Collector of Customs, Joseph Harrison, sig- 
naled the H.M.S. "Romney" to tow away the "Liberty". The crowd 
attacked Harrison and went to his house where they broke every 
window. All night small groups of rioters roamed the streets 
hoping to find a stray customs agent. All the commissioners 
except John Temple fled to Castle Island with their families. 


The sister of one customs official, Ann Hulton had just arrived 
from England when she was sent to the island. She writes in 


Letters of a Loyalist Lady: 


"Every officer of the Crown that does his duty is be- 
come abnoxious and they must either fly or be sacri- 
ficed, the Attaks were always in the dark, several 
hundred against one Man." The commissioners were 
"prohibited setting foot on the Shore again at their 
peril & in case any of them does, the Sexton of each 
Church has orders to ring as for Fire ...to raise the 
Mob to tear ‘em to pieces." 


"These Sons of Violence after attacking Houses, break- 
ing windows, beating, stoning & bruizing several gentle- 
ment belong'g to the Customs, the collector mortally 

& burning his boat", created such a panic they were 
obliged to fly for their lives to Castle Island. 
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The collector, Mr. Hallowell, was actually not hurt, but his 
boat was burned before John Hancock's door. The Titty Cexddes © 
many fresh from England, found pleasure in the beauty of their 
island in Boston Harbor. Life on it was “rather like one of 
the Publik watering places in England". 


All sorts of elegant people rowed out from Boston to call upon 
them. 


"Governor Bernard has just now drank tea here with us. 
His Excel. says, two more such years as the past and 
the Brit. Empire is at an end". 


When fall came, Miss Hulton became worried. She had heard of 
the horrors of the New England winter. The sea breezes, which 
had made the castle "a delightful & a most agreeable Summer 
Retreat " would soon turn it into an iceberg. Yet until the 
troops which the commissioners demanded arrived, they dared 
not leave. 


On September 29, the troops, seven transports and ships of war, 
arrived in the harbor. On September 30th they disembarked in 
Boston where they formed a standing army, not for the protection 
of the colonists but as a police force. 


Conflicts between the redcoats and the townspeople became more 
frequent and in June two regiments were removed to Castle Island 
to alleviate the mounting tension. This left two regiments, 

the 14th and the 29th, in Boston. 


On the 5th of March, open hostilities broke out in the Boston 
Massacre. Col. Dalrymple suggested, with Gen. Gage's approval, 
he was willing to remove the 29th regiment to the Castle. 
Samuel Adams insisted on removal of both the 29th and the 14th 
and in July these two remaining regiments were garrisoned at 
the Castle. 


Thomas Hutchinson, as acting governor (Bernard left under pres- 
Sure on July 31, 1769) received royal instructions to turn 
Castle Island over to the crown. All Hutchinson did was dis- 
miss the small number of provincial troops stationed at the 
fort. Nevertheless, the transfer did take away provincial 
property without the consent of the General Court. 


Capt. John Montressor repaired Castle William spending over 
£9,000 over a two year period. 


On July 22, Lt. Col Dalrymple was relieved by the 64th regiment 
and a detachment of Artillery. 
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The Tea Act was passed by Parliament in May. Relative calm 
had existed in Boston since late 1770 when the larger part 
of an earlier act authorizing revenue from the colonies had 
been lifted. The new act was designed to help the East India 
Company dispose of surplus tea, and raise revenues from the 
colonies by which the crown could pay the royal governor's 
and justicies (another issue of discontent). The consignees 
selected were Richard Clarke and Sons, Thomas and Elisha 
Hutchinson, Joshua Winslow, and Benjamin Faneuil. 


On October 3rd, Adams, Hancock, the Selectmen and 500 others 
assembled at the Liberty Tree to meet with the consignees to 
demand that they stop shipment of the tea destined for Boston. 
The consignees did not appear and when it was learned they 
were at Clarke's Warehouse, the townspeople attacked the ware- 
house. 


On November 17th, a crowd attacked Richard Clarke's home. 


After November 29th, when the first ship carrying tea arrived, 
continual meetings were held to get the consignees to resign. 
The consignees finally fled from Boston. The young Clarkes 
and Elisha Hutchinson took refuge on Castle Island. John 
Singleton Copley, the son-in-law of Richard Clarke, was rowed 
out to the castle to attempt a compromise. No solution was 
found and on December 16 the Boston Tea Party took place. 


To punish Boston for its willful disobedience of royal orders 
and the destruction of private property, Parliament passed a 
bill under which no ship could enter the Port of Boston 

after June 1, and no ship could leave after June 15. The 
order was delivered to Boston on the 5th of May. 


On May 13th General Gage formally took over the government. 


Fearing insurrection, General Gage had the provincial supplies 
which were stored in the old Powder House in Somerville re- 
moved to Castle William on September 15th. 


In February, General Gage planned to take possession of arms 
and ammunition being collected at Salem. Secrecy was neces- 
sary to confiscate the materials of insurrection. In the 
fall of 1774, a committee of thirty-plus provincials, includ- 
ing Paul Revere, had formed (the Mechanics) to watch the 
activities of the British soldiers. Gage decided to use the 
64th regiment, stationed at Castle Island for this maneuver 
as it was not easy for the Mechanics to observe movements of 
the troops. Paul Revere was informed, however, of the 
planned confiscation. He, along with several others, rowed 
over to Castle Island on Saturday afternoon to see what they 
could find out. They were detained there until 10 o'clock 
Monday...."lest we should send an express to our brethren 

at Marblehead and Salem". The alarm was sounded in spite 

of this and the first battle of the Revolution was postponed. 
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Two months later, on April 19th, the Battle of Concord and 
Lexington took place. 


A letter dated April 24, 1775, from John Hancock to the Massa- 
chusetts Committee of Safety, stresses the need to control 
the castle. 


“Boston must be entered; the troops must be sent 

away ...Qur friends are valuable, but our country 
must be saved. I Have an interest in that town. 

What can be the enjoyment of that town if I am 
obliged to hold it at the will of Gen. Gage or any 
one else? I doubt not your vigilence, your forti- 
tude and resolution. Do let us know how you proceed. 
We must have the Castle... Stop up the harbor against 
large vessels coming. You know better what to do 
than I can point out...Pray remember Mr. S. Adams and 
myself to all our friends. God be with you. I am 
gentlemen, your faithful & hearty countryman. John 
Hancock. " 


The Continental troops didn't gain the Castle but they did 
take possession of two large Hills in Dorchester, and on the 
morning of March 5th their guns were pointed at Boston. On 
the 7th Howe ordered all royal provisions withdrawn and 

the evacuation of British troops began. 


By the 17th of March the British had boarded ships and dropped 
below the Castle. For the next week the British fleet hung 
about the harbor. On the 20th, Captain John Montressor blew 
up the Castle. The British ships finally departed Boston 
Harbor on the 27th of March. 


After the evacuation, the Continental troops took over the 
fort and Paul Revere set about to repair the guns left by 
the British. Col. John Turnbull was sent by General Washing- 
ton to take possession of the Island. 


On May 9th, Abigail Adams wrote to her husband, John: 


"Six Hundred inhabitants of the town meet every morning 
in the town house from whence they march with fife and 
drum, with Mr. Gordon, Mr. Stillman and Mr. Lothrop 
(three clergymen) at their head to Long Wharf where 
they embark for the island". 


In the fall of the year Paul Revere was made a lieutenant 
colonel and became commander of Castle William. 


This year the 4th of July was first celebrated in Boston. 
Paul Revere was ordered to get his flags out and the guns 
of the Castle were to fire salutes. 
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On August 27th, General Heath ordered Paul Revere tc go to 
Worcester and pick up British POW's from Bennington, New 
Hampshire. With 130 Massachusetts men, Paul Revere returnec 
to the Castle with 400 of the POWS. 


The shipwreck of the "Somerset" at Cape Cod supplied the 
Castle with 21-32 pounder cannon. 


France, Boston's old enemy, had decided to side with the 
colonials against the British. The first french vessel to 
arrive in Boston was the frigate "Nymphile" on March 13. 
Bostori was still wary of the French and Revere had been 
ordered to fire the heavy cannon in friendly salute when the 
french frigate passed the Castle provided she salute the 
same. She was allowed to pass without incident. 


The French began to fortify Boston, selecting Hull as the 
site for a fort which would establish the main line of 
defense further out in the harbor. Castle Island was rele- 
gated to the secondary position. 


Paul Revere's troops were running away to join privateers 

Or warships. Recruiting for these ships way very competitive 
and the men were deserting to get aboard rather than fire 
salutes and show flags with never enough to eat or wear at 
Castle Island. Paul Revere knew he had men on the three 

ships at that moment in Boston harbor (one a Mass. Navy ship, 
one Continental and one privateer). Revere asked advice from 
the War Council and was told to fire upon the ships if they 
tried to get past the island with his men on board. He asked 
for one large speaking trumpet. The first ship that tried 

to leave, early in April, stopped when hailed by the speaking 
trumpet and unloaded 10 men. Revere knew five more were stil] 
on board and signalled to fire on her. She stopped at once 
and five more men disembarked. 


There was good reason why the soldiers did not want to stay in 
the Boston Artillery Regiment. In a request to the General 
Council, Revere wrote: 


"Most of their blankets are woren out;...They have 
received no pay... many have no shoes, and but one 
shirt". He begs the Council to ease his men's minds, 
Since "they have not the advantage of Continental Sol- 
diers; the Towns they be(long) to will not supply 
their Familys". 


Revere says the families are starving. He wishes to be 
rid of forty non-commissioned officers (including drummers 
and fifers). "The Bread they draw will be wanted". 
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Paul Revere was called on to take his men to Penobscot to 

help in removing British troops. The expedition was a dis- 
aster costing -k 1,139,175. An inquiry held by the "Hon'ble 
Committee to investigate the Failure of the Expedition to 
Penobscot etc." gave opportunity for the sea captains to get 
back at Revere for stopping their ships to retrieve the 
Castle's deserters. One Capt. Thomas Jenness Carnes was out 
to get Revere. He brought charges of disobedience, unsoldier- 
like behavior, cowardice and so on. Revere was relieved of 
his command at Castle Island on the 6th of September. 


On October 6th, a resolution passed by the provincial assembly 

of Massachusetts called for a company of artillery to be 
establasheds consisting of iecaptaine aecapt.it., 1 first tty, 

1 gunner, 1 gunner's mate, 6 quarter gunners, 3 sgts., 3 corporals, 
and 86 men, whose services should not extend beyond the Castle. 
Gen. John Hancock was appointed Captain. The same resolution 
provided that one company of militia from Charlestown, 2 from 
Dorchester and 1 from Weymouth should be liable to do six days 

duty each year at the island. 


Upon election of a Lt. Governor he received a commission as 
Captain of the company at the Castle. During this year, consi- 
derable labor was bestowed upon the Island, one day's labor 
from each male inhabitant of Boston. 


A law enacted by the Legislature of Massachusetts on November 
4th provided that all criminals of the State under sentence 
of confinement be removed to the island. 


Lt. Col Burbeck, long time Capt.-Lieutenant and in immediate 
command of the castle, died and was succeeded by Maj. William 
Perkins. Soon after this appointment the prisoners began to 
arrive, one of which was Stephen Burroughs, forger, who 
published his memoirs in which he boasted of his exploits at 
Castle Island. 


Lt. Gov. Cushing, capt. of the fortress died during the year 
1788 and Gen. Benj. Lincoln was chosen as Lt. Gov. Governor 
Hancock did not, as had been the custom, bestow upon this Lt. 
Gov. the captainship of the Castle. In "Fleet's Massachusetts 
Register" the Governor is placed at the head of the officers 
at the castle from 1788 until the island was ceded to the U.S. 
in 1798. (Hancock, until he died in 1792, and then Gov. 

Samuel Adams. ) 


"It was with great reluctance that the Legislature of 
Massachusetts could bring themselves to the cession of 
the Castle to the United States government, as it has 
been an insignia of sovereignty; but the state was 
nevertheless willing to sacrifice partial advantage to 
the general welfare". 


The legislature passed the act and on October 2nd a receipt 
from Daniel Jackson, Major "for and in behalf of the United 
States" was given. 
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In August. John Adams, then President of the United States, 
visited the Island. The name was changed to Fort Independence. 
The national government was contemplating the erection of a new 
fortress. 


A large part of the materials necessary were collected under 
the direction of Lt. Col Louis Tousard, second regiment 
artillerists and engineers, who had the position of inspector 
general of all the posts of the Eastern States. 


A General Order of November 12th, assigned Major Jackson 
the special command of the harbor and Col. Jean Foncin was 
appointed engineer to construct the work. 


The first stone was laid May 7, 1801. On the 23rd of June, 
1802, the national colors were first displayed. The workmen 
were dismissed in January 1803. 


Major Jackson and the officers on duty were attached to the 
second regiment of artillerists and engineers. Maj. Jackson 
commanded the district and had his headquarters at Newport, 
R.I. Capt. Lemuel Gates was in immediate command. Dr. Thomas 
Welsh of Boston, was employed as acting surgeon. A hospital 
for disabled seamen of the US Navy was established on the 
island in 1799 and remained there until 1803 when it was re- 
moved to Charlestown. 


From July of 1799 until March 1801, French prisoners of war, 
(from an undeclared naval war with France) were confined at 
Castle Island. The greatest number of prisoners (248) were 
captured with the prize brig "Berceau". 


The five bastions were named on February 5: one "Winthrop" 
after Governor Winthrop under whose auspices the first fort 
was built; "Shirley", after Gov. Shirley who repaired Castle 
William, erected other works on the island and made it the 
Strongest fortification in British America; "Hancock", after 
the first governor of the independent Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts under whose administration new works were thrown up; 
"Adams", after John Adams, who gave its new name and collected 
materials for its construction; and "Dearborn", after General 
Dearborn, Secretary of War under whose auspices Fort Indepen- 
dence was actually rebuilt. 


In April Dr. James H. Sargent, garrison surgeon's mate, reported 
for duty. He was probably the first commissioned medical officer 
of the US Army on duty at the post. 


From May 26 through November 8, Edgar A. Perry, better known as 
Edgar Allen Poe, was stationed at Castle Island. 
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The Board of Engineers reviewed conditions at Castle Island 
and decided it was unnecessary to make drastic revisions. 


The garrison at Fort Independence was withdrawn and the post 
was given up to the Engineer Department for construction of 
a new work. 


Sylvanus Thayer, Superintendant of the US Military Academy 
at West Point from 1817-1833, began the plans for the current 
fort. (His proposal may be found in Appendix 3.) 


The new Fort Independence was regarrissoned on January 4th. 
Brevet Major George H. Thomas, Captain Third Artillery, 
assumed command and Second Lieutenant Chauncey McKeever was 
appointed post adjutant. 


The New England Guards, a Boston unit of the Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia, commonly designated the Fourth Battalion, 
undertook guard duty without pay at Fort Independence 
under the command of T.G. Stevenson. Oliver Wendall Holmes, 
Jr. was among the recruits. 


The Fort was used as a training ground for soldiers bound for 
duty during the Civil War. Among the members of the Fourth 
Massachusetts Regiment which trained here were Charles Francis 
Adams and William Francis Bartlett. 


The troops from Castle Island were called to Boston to quell 
draft riots of this year. 


Fort: Independence was decommissioned as an active post. The 
garrison was sent to Fort Warren at Hull. 


Boston made plans to build a causeway to the island from 
South Boston which would allow Castle Island to become 
part of Marine Park. 


Frederick Law Olmstead produced a plan for the creation of 
Pleasure Bay and the landscaping of Marine Park including 
Castle Island. 


The US government, worried that it might have to reactivate 
the Fort, feared the loss of its island. President Grover 
Cleveland vetoed a bill passed by Congress to allow construc- 
tion of the causeway. 


The government reversed its decision and the wooden causeway 
was built. 


During the Spanish-American War, the fort reverted to the 
Federal government which used it as a mine and torpedo station. 


On December 6th while the mines were being removed from the 
Fort, an accident caused one to explode, killing four men and 
creating a large hole in the seawall at the southeastern 

end of the Island. 
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The island was returned to Boston for recreational uses. 


Fort Independence was used as a summer school of handicapped 
children. 


A more permanent causeway of earth replaced the wooden one 
now 34 years old. 


The causeway was widened for automobiles with parking 
available at the end. 


The Donald McKay monument was constructed at the northeast 
end of the Island to commemorate the life of the East Boston 
ship builder. 


The Metropolitan District Commission of Massachusetts purchased 
Castle Island from the US Government. 
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FRONT V 


ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 


A DESCRIPTION OF FORT INDEPENDENCE FROM THE 1834 PLANS 
—THROUGH MODIFICATIONS— 


TO ITS PRESENT CONDITION AND FUTURE RESTORATION 
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Plans for the current Fort Independence were begun in 1834 by Sylvanus 
Thayer. Along with a letter justifying the new construction and an 
estimate of the cost these plans were sent to the US Engineer Depart- 
ment in Washington where they were approved on March 22, 1834. 


Thayer continued to modify his plans during construction, resulting 
in a more regularized room layout for the bastions and the deletion 
of a rifle gallery along the parade ground walls of Fronts III and 
IV. By 1842, plans were drawn which coincide with what now exists. 
Thayer followed the pentagonal form of the brick fort which was built 
in 1801, under the supervision of Jean Foncin, in the style of Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore. However, Thayer expanded the pentagon and 
moved the barracks, officer's quarters, magazines, storerooms, etc. 
out of the parade ground into granite casemates located primarily in 
Fronts V, I and II. What follows is a detailed description of the 
fort: as it was built under Thayer's supervision; modifications which 
have been made to the original work; what currently exists; and plans 
for the rehabilitation of this historic structure into a museum. This 
architectural history has been divided into four major sections: The 
Structural System; The Mechanical Systems; Exterior Features; and 
Interior Spaces. 
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STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


The structural system of Fort Independence consists of a series of 
granite piers, 5 feet thick and 30 to 40 feet in length, which support 
masonry vaults of either brick or granite, spanning from 16 to 22 feet. 
The piers are placed perpendicular to the parade ground and are pierced 
to allow passage from one casemate to the next. 


A 4 foot thick granite wall with a batter of 1 in 12 encloses the 
outside of the fort with openings for cannon and rifles. On Fronts 

V and IV and around Bastion E, this wall extends up past the ramparts 
to form a parapet approximately 4' 6" in height. 


The parade ground wall varies in thickness from 2' to 2'6". It is 
approximately 21 feet high, stopping at the level of the terreplein. 
Stairs at either end of Fronts V and II, as well as a ramp which runs 
almost the entire length of Front IV, provide access to the ramparts. 
Fronts V, I and II are pierced with door and window openings, as are 
portions of Fronts III and IV, to permit access and ventilation to the 
casemates. An old photograph, believed to have been taken during the 
Civil War shows wooden vestibules constructed outside the door openings 
presumably used only in winter, and 6 over 6 double-hung sash windows. 
(One sash, similar to those in the photograph, was found at the fort 
and, being constructed in the manner of the period, was used as a 
guide for the restoration drawings. ) 


Those areas of the fort which are earth filled are enclosed by walls 
6'6" thick along the outer perimeter, 4 to 6 feet thick at the parade 
ground and 3 feet thick where they separate the bastions from interior 
Spaces. Counterforts embedded in the earth fill along the interior 
perimeter of these walls anchor the wall against the outward thrust 

of the earth. 


In order to waterproof the casemates, the brick and granite vaults 

were covered with sloping concrete slabs. The concrete is coated with 
what appears to be tar, altough lead is the material Thayer intended 

to use according to his estimate of the cost of materials. The slabs 
are pitched to vertical drains which run through the piers and either 
end at internal cisterns under Front V, or enter a system of collection 
drains located in the parade ground, parallel to Fronts I and II, which 
feeds into the harbor by means of a brick sewer under Front II. 


The existing masonry is in relatively good condition, with several 
exceptions. Fires, which evidently gutted the interior finishing of 
the two casemates at the western end of Front V and the small case- 
mate at the southern end of Front I, combined with the water used to 
extinguish them have caused the granite to spall off around the window 
and door openings of these rooms. The extent of damage is such that 
door and window frames cannot be installed in these openings unless 
the granite is repaired. 
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Major damage has also occurred at the stair on the western end of 
Front V. It has been nearly destroyed by what appears to have been 
an explosion. Half of the granite treads are missing and should be 
replaced. The other stair on Front V, as well as those on Front II, 
has several treads which are cracked or chipped. These treads should 
be replaced to prevent the visitor from tripping. 


The coping stone around the parade ground wall has been dislodged in 
several locations by both organic intrusion and the recoil of canon 
whose traverses are set into the coping, particularly evident on Front 
II. Where this occurs, the coping stone should be reset to ensure 
future stability. 


One chimney, at the eastern end of Front V, has been dismantled. Ex- 
cept for the cap piece, the original granite blocks are lying on the 

ramparts in the vicinity of the chimney's location and should be used 
to reconstruct the chimney. 


Later additions to the masonry; infill at window and door openings 
and gun embrasures, concrete block walls at the base of two of the 
stairs, and several brick walls at interior doors and corridors; 
Should be removed to maintain the integrity of the restoration. As 

a deterrent to vandalism, the exterior openings have been blocked up 
with both masonry and metal bars. When these barriers are removed, 
the openings will have to be closed in order to maintain the weather- 
tight integrity necessary for a museum. It is recommended that Lexan 
be used as it is highly vandal resistant and yet transparent giving 
the feeling for the original open embrasure. By setting this glazing, 
in a minimal frame, back from the face of the granite, the architec- 
tural expression of the voids will be retained. 


On the parade wall, plywood infill has been used to a large extent. 
Masonry infill is limited to two door openings at the western end 

of Front V and the window openings of Front II. Eventually this in- 
fill should be entirely removed, however, since the renovation of 
Front II is not yet planned and what interpretation it will be given 
during Phase I of the project is not known, the brick infill on this 
front could remain for some time. 


Closure, on the parade wall, will be achieved by use of replicas of 
the original doors and windows. (In the restored areas of Fronts V 
and IV, this is also true of the exterior rifle ports.) As in the 
case of the windows, previously mentioned, several doors have been 
found at the fort. Measured drawings of these have been used as the 
basis for the restoration drawings. According to Thayer's estimate, 
it is notable that the doors on Front V were to cost $30 while those 
on the other fronts were only $20. It has been assumed by the archi- 
tect that this cost difference may be attributed to the decorative 
molding around the door panels as well as the inclusion of door bells, 
as found at one entrance to Front V. 
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The masonry, both inside and out, needs to be repointed to prevent 
water seepage through the mortar joints as well as to ensure the sta- 
bility of those brick vaults which were damaged by fire. Cleaning 

the masonry with high pressure water and a dilute acid solution to 
remove both natural and manmade discolorations will renew the exterior 
and parade ground walls to their original condition and allow the 
interior spaces to be either restored or converted to some new use. 


The waterproofing of the casemates was apparently never satisfactory. 
The surgeon general's report of 1870 blames the constant dampness in 
the soldier's quarters for several diseases. Over the years, the 
integrity of the waterproofing and the drainage system have been 
severely compromised due to a combination of natural occurrences. 


Age has caused the tar coating to become brittle and susceptible 

to cracking. Plant growth on the ramparts has led to root intrusion 
in the drains and has further accelerated the destruction of the 

tar. In winter, ice damming and the freeze-thaw cycle have compounded 
the damage done by time and trees. 


In order to provide the required waterproofing there are two possible 
approaches. The first, which is the most expensive, would restore 
the original waterproofing - drainage system to their condition in 
the 1840's. This would require extensive hand excavation to prevent 
damaging the existing structure and would necessitate removal of the 
magazines added in the 1870's. The second approach, which will be 
used in Phase I, limits excavation, going only as far below the 
ramparts as is necessary to install a new 5" concrete slab pitched 

to the existing drains which will be cleaned out and repaired. A 
liquid applied membrane will cover the new slab and be carried over 
the concrete magazines where they interrupt the slab, creating a con- 
tinuous waterproof surface. 


MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 


The four basic systems of heating, ventilation, plumbing, and lighting 
were mechanized to varying degrees in the 1840's when they were in- 
Stalled at Fort Independence. 


Fireplaces were the original source of heat. In Fronts V, I and II, 
there are back-to-back fireplace openings in every other pier with 
flues which extend through the piers to chimneys located on the parade 
wall coping. In Front V, the fireplaces located nearer the outer wall 
are vented through openings in the parapet coping. An old photograph, 
previously referred to, shows the chimneys with metal chimney pots 

to improve the draft as well as to keep out rain. 
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Freestanding brick fireplaces were constructed within the arched 
openings in the piers. To either side of the granite opening are 
vent holes, connected to the air space created between the brick and 
granite. These allowed hot air to flow into a cavity, about 3" wide 
which was created between the piers and a brick interior wall which 
ran parallel to the piers. Thus, the granite was kept warm and 
theorétically condensation was kept to a minimum. 


At some time prior to 1870, cast iron stoves were installed in 
front of the fireplaces with their stacks going into the wall over 
the mantle. At Fort Warren on Georges Island, also built under 
Thayer's supervision about 1850, a similar situation exists in the 
restored chapel. These cast iron stoves are not, however, thought 
to be original. Thayer's drawings of the officers' quarters show 
an elegant profile on the mantle and a standard fireplace in plan. 
At Fort Warren the stove looks like a later addition also. 


Remnants of a chimney piece were found in Front V and are documented 
in the measured drawing section of this report. Marble and soapstone 
are included in the estimate Thayer made for the fireplaces, and 
indeed the previously mentioned fireplace at Fort Warren is made 
entirely of marble. Those pieces which remain of the chimneypiece 
at Fort Independence, as well as the existing hearthstones, are 
soapstone. Marble may have been used for the mantle, but no trace 
of this was found. A small piece of cast iron was also found which 
suggests that there may have been grates for burning coal installed 
within the chimney piece as there is at Fort Warren. However, no 
mention of these were made in the 1834 estimate. 


In Fronts I and II, as well as the two westernmost casemates of Front V, 
nothing remains of the fireplaces except for the arched openings in 

the piers. The center four casemates of Front V, two on either side 

of the sallyport, had their fireplaces plastered over when these rooms 
were remodeled in the early part of this century to serve as toilet 

and locker rooms. The two casemates at the eastern end of Front V, 
encompassing four rooms as shown in the measured drawings section, 

still have parts of their fireplaces. The brick, mainly rubble, still 
remains. The chimney pieces, except for those remnants mentioned above, 
have been removed or destroyed. The hearthstones are still there in 

all four rooms. 


The other major heating element in the fort was the bakery ovens at 

the southern end of Front IV. These were vented through the parapet 
coping. The ovens will be described more thoroughly under the interiors 
section. 


Ventilation was achieved by natural means. Windows, along the parade 
ground and in the rifle ports on the exterior wall of Front V and the 
southern end of Front IV were double-hung, as previously described. 
Interior doors had operable transoms to allow cross ventilation. 
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In the plaster ceilings of Front V, rosettes with a form of baffled 
closure, aS shown in the measured drawings, allowed hot air or pos- 
sibly smoke from chandeliers hung on their turning hooks to escape 
from the room to an air space between the hung ceiling and the 
masonry vault. A small air vent in the exterior wall, above the 
ceiling, extends through this wall, ending at the parapet coping. 


Along the gun galleries of Fronts I and II and in the flank gun 
rooms in the bastions, large, brick-lined air shafts are located 
over the gun positions. At one time, these were open to the sky, 
covered with metal grills on the ramparts, to allow the smoke and 
fumes created by the firing of the guns to escape. In the flank 
gun rooms, a second air vent is located at the back wall, presumably 
to bring fresh air in. Most of these vent shafts have been covered 
up when the ramparts were modified in the 1870's. On Front II, 
gooseneck pipes, embedded in concrete covers, still allow some air 
circulation. The majority, however, have been capped and covered 
with earth. 


The original plumbing system was integrated into the storm drainage 
system. The cisterns under the officers quarters of Front V supplied 
water for bathing, laundry and cooking. Presumably at one time there 
was a method for retrieval, whether by pump or by bucket, but by 1870 
they were no longer in use. The other source of water was several 
wells in the parade ground. 


Indoor water closets were installed: four in the officers' quarters 
and one each in Bastions A and B. These emptied into drywells outside 
the walls. In the Surgeon General's Report of 1870 the problems of 
these are discussed: 


"The sink or latrine of the enlisted men iS a deep pit or 
vault under the northeast bastion; it is connected by a 
covered way or large drain with the bay. This pit is now 
filled with excrement and is closed; either the drain is 
stopped up or some other such accident prevents its proper 
use. In addition to this latrine, the Engineer Department 
last summer (1869) erected four large earth closets near the 
same locality. In these the earth was thrown from a hopper 
upon each dejection, by the weight of the body upon the 

seat; but as a sentinel was not stationed there constantly 

to see that the apparatus was not abused, the men made water- 
closets of the earth closets, the urine overflowing the re- 
ceptacles, thus making them perfectly useless. Within the past 
few days a privy has been built projecting over the eastern 
seawall, and this is probably the only correct method of 
abating the nuisance." 


Whether or not this is true of all the latrines designed by Thayer 

is not known. The wood paneling of three of the privies in Front V 

is still in place and should be restored. One bank of latrines exists 
in the flank rifle room of Bastion A and will be restored in Phase I. 
It is interesting to note that this room had been sealed up with a 
brick wall in front of its door, perhaps to keep the undesirable vapors 
from infiltrating the rest of the fort. 
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For lighting, the inhabitants of the fort were dependent on natural 
light supplemented by whale oi] lamps or candles. The corridors 
and gun galleries, lit only by a transom over a door or a gun em- 
brassure, were white washed to increase the light levels. 


Modernization of the mechanical systems has taken place in the last 
fifty years. Minimal electrical and water service was brought in. 

As mentioned before, two casemates in Front V were converted to toilet 
rooms. The current state of these services, however, is in such dis- 
repair as to be considered of no value in any work to be done at the 
Fort. 


All areas will need updated mechanical systems. The main mechanical 
room will be located in the western flank gun room of Bastion E out 
of the way of visitor traffic. Pipes located in a trench under the 
parade ground parallel to the walls will carry hot and chilled water 
to unit ventilators concealed in closets and fireplaces. This type 
of system minimizes the intrusive mechanical elements which might com- 
promise the architectural integrity of the restoration. Where no 
Such concealment is possible, as in the bastions, radiant heating 
coils will run through a new concrete floor. A propane gas fired 
boiler will provide the hot water while a water-to-waste cooling sys- 
tem will be utilized in order to eliminate an unsightly cooling tower 
which would otherwise be necessary. 


Forced ventilation will be provided by fans located in the existing 
vent shafts. 


Electricity will be brought in and a buried transformer vault will be 
located outside the mechanical room. Within the fort, electrical con- 
duits will be concealed wherever possible. Electrical outlets will 

be provided in the baseboards where these are restored and flush 
mounted in the floor where they are not. On the ramparts, exposed 
conduit lighting will be supplied for visitor safety in the magazines. 


Emergency lighting will be installed in the existing air vents 
In areas without air vents, the emergency lights will be inte- 
grated with the regular lighting fixtures. 


Toilet rooms for the administrative staff are planned for Phase II. 
Until these are constructed the staff will use the public facilities 
located outside of the fort. At some time in the future, the north- 
west bastion, Bastion D, may be converted to toilet rooms for visitors 
to the fort. 
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For lighting, the inhabitants of the fort were dependent on natural 
light supplemented by whale oil] lamps or candles. The corridors 
and gun galleries, lit only by a transom over a door or a gun em- 
brassure, were white washed to increase the light levels. 


Modernization of the mechanical systems has taken place in the last 
fifty years. Minimal electrical and water service was brought in. 

As mentioned before, two casemates in Front V were converted to toilet 
rooms. The current state of these services, however, is in such dis- 
repair as to be considered of no value in any work to be done at the 
Fort. 


All areas will need updated mechanical systems. The main mechanical 
room will be located in the western flank gun room of Bastion E out 
of the way of visitor traffic. Pipes located in a trench under the 
parade ground parallel to the walls will carry hot and chilled water 
to unit ventilators concealed in closets and fireplaces. This type 
of system minimizes the intrusive mechanical elements which might com- 
promise the architectural integrity of the restoration. Where no 
such concealment is possible, as in the bastions, radiant heating 
coils will run through a new concrete floor. A propane gas fired 
boiler will provide the hot water while a water-to-waste cooling sys- 
tem will be utilized in order to eliminate an unsightly cooling tower 
which would otherwise be necessary. 


Forced ventilation will be provided by fans located in the existing 
vent shafts. 


Electricity will be brought in and a buried transformer vault will be 
located outside the mechanical room. Within the fort, electrical con- 
duits will be concealed wherever possible. Electrical outlets will 

be provided in the baseboards where these are restored and flush 
mounted in the floor where they are not. On the ramparts, exposed 
conduit lighting will be supplied for visitor safety in the magazines. 


Emergency lighting will be installed in the existing air vents 
In areas without air vents, the emergency lights will be inte- 
grated with the regular lighting fixtures. 


Toilet rooms for the administrative staff are planned for Phase II. 
Until these are constructed the staff will use the public facilities 
located outside of the fort. At some time in the future, the north- 
west bastion, Bastion D, may be converted to toilet rooms for visitors 
to the fort. 
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EXTERIOR FEATURES 
THE SALLYPORT 


The entrance gateway, or sallyport, is located in the center of the 
southern front (Front V). Three pairs of heavy wooden doors, con- 
structed with three layers of tongue and groove boards bolted to- 
gether, are still in place and will be restored during Phase 1. New 
bell metal hinges must be fabricated for three of the doors. The 

outer pair of doors, most subject to vandalism, needs to be replaced. 
The granite sill below each pair of doors has two holes which originally 
were part of the dead bolt locking system. The outer door had a drop 

bar in addition to the dead bolt lock. 


Outside the fort, granite obelisks served as door stops. The one to 
the left of the entrance is still in place. A replica of this will 
be installed to the right of the entrance where the original is miss- 
ee 


Concrete has been installed over the original cobblestone floor of 
the sallyport. This will be removed and the cobbles replaced. 


In the granite vault of this casemate there is a slot for a portcullis. 
According to all available documents this was never installed. 


THE PARADE GROUND 


The pentagonal parade ground of Fort Independence is a large grassy 
area with bluestone walks around the walls. Areas of these walks have 
been replaced or covered with asphalt paving. Along Fronts V, I and 
the southern end of Front IV these walks must be removed to instal] 
the mechanical systems during Phase I construction. As an economy 
measure, gravel will serve as a temporary paving material until the 
money becomes available to construct new bluestone walks. 


Four large trees have established themselves in the corner between 
Fronts I and II. These were not part of the original design and did 
not exist at the time the before mentioned photograph was taken. They 
will, however, be allowed to remain to provide shade for the visitor. 


During the summer of 1974 archaeological investigations uncovered the 
foundations of two small buildings next to Front V to the west of the 
sallyport. These date from the Foncin fort of 1801 and will be pre- 
served aS a means of impressing upon the visitor the continuity of 
the fortification of Castle Island. 


The parade ground walls will be restored to their 1840's appearance 
with the installation of replicas of the original doors and windows. 
At the top of the wall a new railing will be added for visitor safety 
and a metal balcony along Front I will provide visitor circulation 
along the ramparts. These modifications are elaborated upon in the 
following section. 
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RAMPARTS 


The ramparts as they exist today are a composite of the work built 

to the original Thayer plan of 1848 and the subsequent major changes 
constructed according to the Benham plan of 1869. Minor modifications 
were made during the twentieth century, consisting mainly of concrete 
pads for anti-aircraft gun emplacements and the foundations for a 
wooden house which was placed on Bastion C, and which was subsequently 
removed. 


The original Thayer plan consisted of a continuous granite masonry 
parapet about 2% feet thick located approximately 20 feet from the 

face of the curtain or flank walls and forming the "interior crest" 

of the earth filled "superior slope". This interior crest was about 
five feet above the "terreplein" or the more or less level earth 
platform behind the parapet upon which the guns were mounted. The 

guns fired over the parapet wall and were thus considered to be mounted 
"en barbette". This construction was carried uniformly around all 
major fronts and bastions of the fort. 


Fronts III, IV and V still basically follow the Thayer plan and some 
of the original granite blocks containing the gun carriage pintles 
may be found on Bastion E and Front III. As these fronts were the 
least important ones, they were not modified by Col. Benham when the 
Fort was "modernized" subsequent to 1869. 


With the advent of heavier and longer range artillery after the Civil 
War, the ramparts were modified to accommodate fewer but larger (15 
inch) guns. These were also mounted "en barbette" but behind new 
granite masonry parapet walls located nearer the parade wall and in 

the middle of the bastions. The old Thayer parapet wall is shown on 
Benham's drawings as being buried in the new earth fill of the superior 
Slope, but only portions of it may still be seen today on Front III, 
and whether or not it still exists on Fronts I and II and Bastions A, 
B, and C is questionable. 


The major modification carried out by Col. Benham was the construc- 
tion of eight concrete magazines, one on each bastion, two on Front I 
and one on Front II. These magazines were covered with earth fill and 
as a result greatly modified the contours of ramparts, necessitating 

a ladder, for example, for the soldiers' access to the two gun emplace- 
ments on Front I. 


The steep slops of these earth covered magazines made access around 
the ramparts hazardous and existing letters from the period complain 
about the risks to servicemen and request installation of railings 
Or post and chain barriers, as the iron railings shown on the Thayer 
plans were never installed. Col. Benham proposed a metal catwalk 
along the top of parade wall one in order to provide access from 
Front V to Front II but only a small portion of this catwalk at Bas- 
tion B may ever have been installed. 
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Since approximately 60% of the ramparts of the fort (Fronts V, I, 

Il) must be partially excavated in order to install new waterproofing 
and subsurface drainage systems, these fronts may be restored to 
either the 1848 design of the 1869 design. Fronts IV and III which 
are basically constructed according to the 1848 design, and which do 
not require extensive excavation, should be restored to that period, 
along with Bastion D which would require the removal of its concrete 
magazine. 


Front V, which remains basically in its 1834 condition should be re- 
stored to that period. 


Front I, and Bastion A, which were the most extensively modified areas 
of the ramparts would be more readily restored to the 1869 design 

than to the earlier Thayer plan, as demolishing three of the concrete 
magazines in this area would be very costly, as would rebuilding the 
Thayer parapet wall if it does not in fact exist. The steeply con- 
toured magazines also provide the visitor with a more varied histori- 
cal and spatial experience. Installation of a metal catwalk and rail- 
ing after the Benham plans would solve the visitor circulation problems 
in a direct and historically accurate way. 


Front II (and Bastion B), as the next most important front on the fort 
from a military standpoint should be restored to the 1834 design 

in order to make clear to the visitor the contrast between it and Front 
I, the major fronts. This construction can take place when it is 
decided to restore the interior of Front II, and would involve demoli- 
tion of two of the existing concrete magazines and uncovering or re- 
constructing the Thayer parapet wall. 


New metal railings, following the Thayer designs, should be installed 
around all of the parade walls, the ramp and the stairs, in order to 
eliminate the harzard to visitors that currently exists. Most of the 
existing trees and brush will be removed of necessity during construc- 
tion operations, and the earthworks should be sodded and seeded with 
grass in order to present an appearance consistant with the historical 
military nature of the fort. Visitor walkways, which were probably 
only sandy (or mud) areas originally, should be gravelled. In those 
areas where there is risk of erosion due to the slope of the paths they 
Should be paved with cobbles. 


The basic concept should be one of historical restoration, with such 
necessary modern adaptations as are required in order to accommodate 
the visitor in a safe and pleasant manner. 


INTERIOR SPACES 
FRONT V 


Front V contains eight casemates 31 feet deep. Of the four case- 
mates to either side of the sallyport, two, those in the center, are 
16 feet wide and two, at the end and next to the sallyport, are 22 
feet wide. Fireplaces and closets were located in the openings of 
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the piers between the 16 foot casemates, thus blocking off circula- 
tion and creating four separate suites within Front V. Each suite 
had its own entrance off the parade ground. 


According to Thayer's plans, the room layouts of these suites were 

all similar. Brick walls were built next to the granite everywhere 
but on the wall next to the parade ground. Interior brick partitions 
subdivided the two casemates of a suite into four major rooms, approxi- 
mately 15 feet square, with a central, 5 foot wide corridor at the 
entrance from the parade ground. The parade ground wall was faced 
with wood studs, instead of brick, probably due to the large area 
taken up by door and window openings. Hand carved wood rafters 
several feet below the brick vaults spanned the widths of the rooms 
and rested on the brick walls. After wood lath was applied to the 
stud walls and ceilings, all interior surfaces received a 1 inch coat 
of horsehair plaster except for the privy. This small room, located 
within a pier, had stud walls and ceiling and was finished with wood 
paneling. Each of the four major rooms had a fireplace, as previously 
described. 


Neo-classical wood moldings framed the door and window openings. The 
door and windwW openings in the parade ground wall had panelled re- 
cesses set in the thickness of the wall. At the windows this created 
a pleasant seat. All the windows had operable wooden shutters and 
those at the parade ground windows, when open, fit into niches created 
by a small setback of the paneling. 


The rooms on either side of the sallyport had small rifle rooms 
into the pier from which it was possible to fire on any invaders 
who found their way into the entrance. Each of these rooms had 
three rifle ports with double hung windows to keep out the weather. 


The floors throughout the officers' quarters were predominantly wood. 
However, those rooms which had access to the underground cisterns, 
the privies, and the small rooms located at the end of the corridors 
had brick floors. 


Of the four original suites in Front V, one has been totally gutted, 
two have had alterations made, and one is relatively intact. 


The suite at the western end has been totally dismantled and concrete 
has replaced the old flooring materials. All that remains are the 
granite piers and the brick vaults. These spaces will be converted 
in Phase II to serve as an administration area. 


Alterations were made to the suites located on either side of the 
Sallyport when these were converted to serve as locker and toilet 
rooms. The walls between rooms were removed, as was the wall which 
separated the sallyport rifle rooms. Each of these suites now 

have two 15 by 30 feet rooms, a corridor and several smaller spaces. 
The fireplaces and several interior doors were walled up and plastered 
over. Although the doors will be opened up, to provide adequate visi- 
tor circulation, the relative expense of restoring the fireplaces is 
unjustifiable since these rooms are not being totally restored. The 
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ceilings are in fair condition and the rafters will be left in 

place. All the old plaster will be removed, from both ceilings and 
walls, and replaced. It is not possible to merely patch the existing 
plaster because the horsehair plaster, due to its lime base and dry- 
ness from age, would absorb moisture from any new plaster too quickly 
and result in cracking. 


Many of the original moldings are still in place and will be retained. 
Any new moldings that are necessary will follow the lines of the ori- 
ginals. 


The original floors in these areas have been removed and replaced with 
concrete. Installation of new wood flooring is planned. 


The renovation of the suite to the east of the sallyport will take 
place in Phase I and these spaces will be used as a visitor orienta- 
tion center. 


The suite to the west will have to wait until sometime in the future 
when, if current plans are followed, the room adjacent to the sally- 
port will become a small shop. The other room of this suite will be 
partitioned into storage for the shop, rest rooms for the staff and 

an office for the director of the museum. 


The officer's suite which most resembles Thayer's drawings is located 
at the eastern end of Front V. Future plans call for the total re- 
storation of these rooms which are documented in the measured drawings 
section of this report. 


Although these rooms have retained more of their original character 

than the others in this front, neglect and vandalism have taken their 
toll. The ceiling in the northeast room has partially fallen down, 
pulling the stud wall,window recesses and all, away from the parade 
wall. These will need to be taken down, salvaging whatever is possible, 
and rebuilt. New plaster is necessary throughout for the reasons al- 
ready mentioned. The fireplaces and mantelpieces need to be recon- 
structed, based on whatever evidence can be found of their original 
designs. 


Most of the original wood moldings are still in place. Two of these, 
which are unique to this suite, are a door frame, with transom, for 
what must have been an impressive Pair of sliding doors, and a corner 
cupboard. 


Although areas of wooden floors still exist, deterioration over time, 
due to lack of proper maintenance, necessitates the installation of 
new floor boards. However, the brick floors are still intact and 
will be retained. 


At either end of Front V is a small casemate (14' x 17') which was 
used aS a magazine. The granite walls were lined with brick. Wood 
studs were nailed to small pieces of wood set in the mortar joints 
of the brick. Resting on top of the brick walls were curved hand 
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carved wooden rafters which supported the ceiling. This interior 
framing was then covered with random width, tongue and groove 

wood paneling. Outer doors on these rooms, as well as shutters 
over windows on the parade ground wall, were constructed of three 
layers of boards held together by bell metal and supported by 
heavy brass strap hinges set in granite. Inner doors, installed 
in the wood framing, prevented any sparks caused by this exposed 
brass from setting off an explosion. Wooden floors were installed 
to also prevent sparks. 


The magazine at the western end of Front V has been dismantled down 
to the brick which is still in good condition. This room, because 
of its location next to the administration area, will be used for 
some office function such as a research library. 


The eastern magazine, as documented in the measured drawing, has 
about 70% of its wood framing, including the rafters, still in 

place. Some of the wooden paneling is left but most of it was burned 
and that which remains is scorched. Where possible, however, this 
should be retained to preserve chalk written notes, such as "32 pdr 
Smoothe bore", designating where the various ammunition was kept. 

Two of the original outer doors exist, forming an entrance lock off 
the corridor to the east. 


At Fort Warren a similar magazine, in good condition, may be seen 
and used for reference during restoration. 


FRONT I 


Front I contains six casemates (18' x 40') which were originally di- 
vided in half by a brick wall. The rooms created next to the parade 
ground wall formed three suites, of two casemates each, for living 
quarters. Each suite had a separate entrance off the parade ground 
and was subdivided into a corridor and two rooms, and finished in 
the same manner as the officers' quarters in Front V. Running the 
length of Front I, on the outer side of the brick wall, was a gun 
gallery looking out over the glacis. Doors in the brick wall per- 
mitted access to the gallery from the living quarters. Granite 
traverses set in the concrete floor of the gallery had iron railings 
to receive the gun carriages which pivoted around a pintle set in 
the granite below the embrassure. The walls of the gallery were 
whitewashed. It should be noted that the granite which was intended 
to be exposed has a smoother finish than that which was to be hidden 
behind plaster walls. 


None of the original interior walls remain in this front. If the 
floors of the living quarters were originally wood, as is shown in 
Thayer's drawings and mentioned in the Surgeon General's report of 
1870, they were replaced with brick floors set in sand. These brick 
floors have since been largely destroyed. One gun embrasure in 

this front was replaced with a pair of doors. This conversion must 
have occurred after the 1890's when plans still show a gun at this 
embrasure. 


At the northern end of Front I is a seventh casemate which is 

similar to the others in this front. However there are several 
variations: instead of granite there is a brick vault; in place 

of a cannon embrassure there are two rifle ports; and the entrance 

to the parade ground is in the center of that wall rather than 

next to a pier as it is in those casemates which were part of a 

suite. No original plans could be found for this suite. The white- 
wash which remains does show an outline of a dividing wall, set slight- 
ly farther away from the parade ground wall, similar to those of the 
other casemates. The intended use of this room could not be documented. 


In Phase I these seven casemates will be converted into a museum 
facility focusing on Castle Island's history. 


At the southern end of Front I there is a small casemate (18' x 27') 
which is only accessible from the parade ground. Since there is an 
opening for a fireplace in the northern wall it is assumed this room 
was not used aS a magazine. Although its original function is not 
documented, it was probably one of the storerooms. Any interior 
finishing has been destroyed, probably by the fire which caused ex- 
tensive spalling of the granite of the parade wall. The floor and 
ceiling vault are of brick. 


As it is desirable that a tour through the fort not require the visi- 
tor to go outside, this space will be used for some purpose which, 
although of interest to the visitor, is not requisite to an under- 
Standing of the fort. What this purpose will be has not yet been 
decided. This room could serve as either a work room, where exhibits 
are built and repaired, or an archaeological field house where tools 
are kept and found objects classified. 


FRONTS II AND III 


These areas have not been thoroughly studied, due to time constraints 
and will only be discussed in general. 


Front II is almost identical to Front I in respect to both its ori- 
ginal plan and its present condition. The major differences arise 
from the fact that the living quarters in Front II were designed as 
soldiers' quarters. There are eight casemates which were originally 
divided by brick walls. Each casemate had an entrance from the 
parade ground. The one room living quarters had a closet set into 
one pier and a fireplace set into the other. None of these interior 
walls remain. The gun embrassures on this front were faced with 
brick with a reversed flat arch at the sole of the embrassure, but 
are otherwise identical to those on Front I. 


Front III is, for the most part earthfilled. At the western end 
there is a casemate which has retained its plaster finished walls. 
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FRONT IV 


A large part-of Front IV is taken up by the earthfilled ramp along 

its parade wall. At the northern end is a casemate which, like 

that in Front III, still have plaster walls but has not been thoroughly 
investigated. 


At the southern end, however, are two rooms which will be of interest 
to the visitor: the bakery and an adjacent room which was used for 
storage or dining. The finish treatment of these rooms was similar 

to that in the officers' quarters of Front V. However, all the floors 
were brick and some moldings which would normally be wood are formed 
by projection from the brick walls which line the room. Baseboards 
throughout this area and trim around openings in the north and south 
walls of the bakery are brick. On the parade ground walls, the entire 
area below the windows is panelled. 


The brick ovens fill the entire western half of the bakery. The top 
of the ovens has crumbled and all the cast iron doors have been re- 
moved. 


In the mess room the ceiling has fallen down and the brick wall is 
missing in several areas, primarily around the northwest corner. 


These rooms will be carefully restored to their original condition 
during Phase I. It is hoped that a "living exhibit" will occupy these 
Spaces when the museum opens. 


THE BASTIONS 


Although the five bastions are almost entirely earth-filled, each one 
contains two casemates (20' x 22') for use as flank gun rooms which 
were connected to the parade ground by corridors. A metal clad door 
was found at the entrance to one of these rooms in Bastion E. These 
casemates housed two cannon each. As in the gun galleries of Fronts 
I and II, granite traverses set in the concrete floor were mounted 
with iron tracks to guide the gun carriages. However, pintles for 
the carriages were not set into the granite. Wooden blocks which 
served aS a pivot were mounted on a ledge of the embrassure. Several 
of these have been found at the fort. 


In addition to the gun rooms, each bastion has at least one flank 
rifle room (Bastions C and E have two). These are smaller casemates 
located adjacent to a gun room at the outer end of a flank. A wooden 
Six panel door, hung with bell metal strap hinges anchored in the 
granite wall, separated the two rooms. Each of the rifle rooms has 
three rifle ports, two on the flank and one on the outer face of the 
bastion, which were originally glazed with double hung windows framed 
with rough wood casings. Several of these frames have been found 

and were used as a guide for the restoration drawings. 
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In general, flank rooms are in good condition throughout the fort. 
Most of the gun embrassures have been filled with masonry which will 
be removed. However, the cannonade embrassures of Bastions D and E 
which flank Front IV have iron grilles, hinged on the outside, which 
could be padlocked. These have long since rusted shut. Since these 
grilles could only be opened from the outside, not a desirable feature 
if the fort was under attack, it is assumed these were added later 

and they will be removed during restoration. 


In Bastion A, the door between the west gun room and the adjacent 
rifle room is still in place. Its survival is due to the fact that 
this rifle room was sealed up with a brick wall over the door which 
has only recently been broken through. A marble topped latrine also 
remains in the rifle room. Because of the proximity of the restored 
officers' quarters and magazine, this bastion will be fully restored 
during Phase 1. 


Bastion E will house the main mechanical room in the north flank and 
administrative or staff spaces in the flank adjacent to Front V. 


Bastions B, C, and D have not yet been assigned firm programs. How- 
ever, current plans call for public restrooms to be located in Bastion 
D. Bastions B and C will need to relate to the future function of 
mront 1. 


Fort Independence, as it exists today remains basically a fortifi- 
cation of the pre-Civil War period, typical of seacoast fortifications 
of its time. Only the modifications to the ramparts carried out in 
the 1870's are of any major architectural or historical significance. 


The existing fort is complete and in substantially good condition con- 
sidering its age and exposure to neglect and vandalism. Although the 
expense required to restore the fort is necessarily great due to its 
size and the intricate problems inherent in restorations of this type, 
it is nonetheless far less costly than the partial or total reconstruc- 
tion which may become necessary if it is allowed to deteriorate further. 


The existing fort, with its commanding site and sweeping views of Boston 
Harbor and the Boston skyline, as well as its great masonry casemates 
and its serene and spacious parade ground, is fascinating just as it 
stands today. Restored, with an operating historical museum contained 
within it, it should offer an even more rewarding experience to both 

the historian and the casual visitor alike. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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CASTLE ISLAND RECORDS 


One source which was not located during this research was the 

"Castle Island Records" referred to in both Snow's Castle 

Island and King's Handbook of Boston Harbour. In King's 

Handbook it is referred to as a large folio of hand-written docu- 

ments which was turned over to the New England Historic-Genealogical 
Society in 1875 by General Benham, then commander of Fort Independence. 


A call to N.E.H.G.S. did not turn up the records and the search was 
dropped. Surely this volume is one of the most important historical 
documents relating to Castle Island and an intensive search, if 
necessary, should be made to locate it. 


CASTLE ISLAND IN CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS 


Many of the people who spent time, or served time, at Castle Island 

have left records of their lives and times for posterity. Their 

accounts should be studied to shed more light on the human side of 

life at the Castle and later, at Fort Independence. One notable 

exception to this list is Edgar Allen Poe who served under an alias 

at Foncin's Fort Independence and left no personal account of his stay. 

He had run away from home in disgrace after his step-father had refused to 
pay the debts he had incurred at the University of Virginia. He later told 
friends that he had been in Europe rather than confess he had enlisted in 
the army to earn money because he could not sell his stories. 


A partial list of contemporary accounts includes: 


Johr Winthrop's History of New England 1630-1649; 
The Memoirs of Captain Roger Clap; 
Palmer's Impartial Account of the State of New England; 


Francis Bernard's letters contained in the Mss. collection of 
Jared Sparks at Harvard University; 


Ann Hulton's Letters of a Loyalist Lady: her brother Henry Hulton's 
letters are also available; 


Stephen Burrough's Memoirs; 


The Journals of Capt. John Montressor; 


Oliver Wendall Holmes Jr.'s Civil War letters and diary, edited by 
Mark de Wolfe Howe in Touched with Fire; 


Charles Francis Adams autobiography; 
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A history of The New England Guards a Bostonian Society Publication 
(1907); and 


The history of The Twenty-Fourth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers 
1861-1866 (published in Worcester, Massachusetts 1907). 
COLONEL SYLVANUS THAYER 


Sylvanus Thayer, the Army engineer who supervised construction of 

the present Fort Independence, was born in Braintree, Massachusetts 
where he endowed the Thayer Academy and the Thayer Public Library. 

His birthplace, which has been turned into a museum, is operated by 
the Braintree Historical Society. Prior to his death he established 
the Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth University in Dartmouth, 
New Hampshire. Between 1817 and 1833, fresh from studying fortifica- 
tion construction in France, Thayer served as the Superintendent of 
the United States Military Academy at West Point where his statue 
bears the inscription "Father of the Military Academy". 


It is possible that historical information or personal papers of 

Thayer may be found at the above institutions. However the librarian 

at the Thayer Academy, Mrs. Lillian Wentworth, noted that after Thayer's 
death one of Thayer's nieces, who was not too fond of her uncle, de- 
Stroyed many of his personal papers. 

Two biographies have been published on Thayer: Sylvanus Thayer by 

George F. Elliot; and Where They Have Trod by Dupuy. 

INSTITUTIONS 


Several institutions in and around the Boston area which should be 
thoroughly searched for any pertinent information are: 


The Bostonian Society: Old State House; 

The Boston Athaeneum: 10% Beacon Street; 

The New England Historic-Geneological Society: 101 Newbury Street; 
The South Boston Historical Society; 

The Boston Public Library; 

Widener Library: Harvard University; and 


The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. 


4, 4 


38. 


SEACOAST FORTIFICATIONS GENERAL 


Although not particularly concerned with Fort Independence, the 
book Seacoast Fortifications of the United States an Introductory 
History was recommended by Alan C. Aimone, Military Librarian at 
the U.S.M.A. Library, West Point. 


He also supplied the address and phone number of the author, 
Emanuel Raymond Lewis who may be of help in setting up an inter- 
pretive program for the restored areas of Fort Independence. 


Mr. Emanuel R. Lewis 
124 North Carolina S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 


202-547-9173 


In addition to this work, the special collection at the library of 
the U.S.M.A. contains many other works on fortifications, mostly in 
French, though none specifically on Fort Independence. 


VOLUMES OF MAPS, CHARTS, ETC. 


The following are sources, available in the United States, which 
should be checked for any references to Castle Island. An asterisk 
before a title indicates references to Castle Island are made in 
that work. 


*Maps of America to 1860, Vol. III, Geographic Area A-M; Douglas W. 
Marshall, editor; Hall & Co., Boston, 1972. (This is a research 
catalogue of maps available in the William L. Clements Library at 

the University of Michigan) (at least six references to Castle Island). 


Maps and Charts Published in America Before 1800: A Bibliography; 
Wheat and Brun, editors; 1969. 


British and American Maps of the American Revolution; Guthorn, 
editor; 1966 (America), 1972 (Britain). 

* List of Maps of America in the Library of Congress; Philips, editor; 
1901. (2 maps dated 1770 at Castle William) 


NATIONAL ARCHIVES MATERIAL 


The majority of material acquired for restoration work came from the 
National Archives in Washington. The following list of materials 
available from the Archives in Washington pertaining to Castle Island 
is not necessarily complete. Copies of those items marked with 

a double asterisk are in the possession of the restoration architect, 
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Charles G. Hilgenhurst & Associates and will be given to the 
Metropolitan District Commission at the completion of work. 


Dr. 19 Sht. 40-1 

"Plan of: Part of Boston Harbor Showing Improvements Made in its 
Channels, by the United States and Commonwealth of Mass. for the 
Year 1883" 


Dr. 19 Sht. 40-2 

"Plan for the Occupation of Flats Owned by the Commonwealth in 
Boston Harbor. Approved and Adopted by the General Court" 

May 18, 1866. 


Dr. 19 Sht. 40-3 

*k"City of Boston-Park Department Preliminary Study of a Plan for 
a Pleasure Bay Between Dorchester Point and Castle Island." Pms. 
(Frederick Law Olmstead's Plan) 


Dr. 19 Sht. 40-4 
**letter from Lt. Col. Gillespie to General Duane, transmitting 
{ou 


Dre 19 Sht. 40-5 
Newspaper Slip Headed "Castle Island, the dismantled fort and its 
warrison Etc." 


Pree i9 Shc. 45 

"City of Boston-Park Department - Marine Park Grading Plan". (Shows 
harbor lines & anchorage for large yachts.) (Plan & Proj. for Marine 
Park and works on Castle Island approved by Actg. S/W Oct. 13, 1891.) 
Inclo. 4 of 4803-1891 


Breet OeSht. all 

**"Sketch of the Inner Portion of Boston Harbor from Capt. Wadsworth's 
Survey". (Shows location of Old Fort Warren, Governor's Island and 
Fort Independence, Castle Island.) (Recd. with Col. Thayer's Itr. 
Ofiddnee 24, 1835.) 


Dr.ucO.oht., 2 
**(Plan of fort, plan of bldgs. profiles, elevations -& descriptions. ) 
Foncin -1801. (Formerly B 41) 


Die 20 sont. ol) 
**(Plan & description of old & new fort) Foncin-Nov. 26, 1802) (Recd. 
with Col. Mansfield's Itr. 20 Sept. 1851-M2250) 


Ure OQeont. is 
**Recd. with Col. Mansfield's Itr. 20, Sept. 1851-M 2250) (undated map) 


DG 2U-ont. 4 
xk" Plan of Castle Island, Boston Harbour 1809" 
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DeeecUsonts 5 
*x"A Plan of Fort Independence in the Harbor of Boston Taken Dec. 
lst 1809 by Lewis Peckham Engr. 4th Reg. Infty." 


Dr. 30 Sht 6 
**(Plan & Sections) by J. Totten, Top. Engr. Drawn by Lt. R. Park, 
Mar. 1834 Engr. Dept. 22 Mar. 1834. 


Drave0 Sht.7 

Plan Sections & Elevations of Fort Independence - Exhibiting the 
Condition of the Work on 30th Sept. 1840. Drawn under the Direc- 
mroneot Ss. ihayer, Lt. Col. of Engrs. & Lt. Cols Supt. (Recd. with 
Lt. Wright's Itr. of November 18, 1840-W 167). 


ie 20eSht <8 

**Horizontal Sections of the Masonry of Fort Independence Drawn 
Under the Director of Col. S. Thayer, U.S. Engrs. (Recd. from hand 
of Lt. Woodbury July 30, 1842.) 


Bree 20, Sht. 9 

**Plans, Sections & Elevations of Fort Independence Drawn Under the 
Superintendence of Col. S. Thayer U.S. Engrs. By Chas. S. Fuller, 
C.E. (Recd. from hand of Lt. Woodbury, July 30, 1842.) 


paeeco Shts., 10-11 

**Sections & Elevations of Fort Independence Drawn Under the Direction 
mecoiems. Inavens U.S. Engrs. By Chas. S./ Fuller..iC.Ea(Recd? from 
hand of Lt. Woodbury) (2 shts.) July 30, 1842. 


By 20°Sht 12 

**Plan of Fort Independence Drawn Under the Direction of Col. S. 
Thayer, U.S. Engrs. By Chas. S. Fuller, C.E. (Recd. from hand of 
Lt. Woodbury, July 30, 1842.) 


Dre 20’ Sht 13 
**Traverse circles for casemate Guns. (Ltr. of Col. Thayer, June 26, 
1848-T 1110) 


Bie 20 Sht.) (15 

Plan of a Part of Bastion "B" - Showing the Position of the Pintle 
Etc., in the Angle, with the Two Adjacent Ones. (Ltr. of Sept. 14, 
1861-M 3982). 


Dive cO ESN a6 

**Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Plan Showing Position of Barbette 
Guns Including One 15" Gun in the Salient of Bastions A, B, C & D. 
(Engr. Dept. Jan. 5, 1863.) 


DyeecUs nt ael/ 
Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, Sketch Accompanying Annual Rpt. 
for Year Ending June 30, 1864. Maj. C.E. Blunt, B-596-Ist. Div. 


Dr. 20 Sht. 18 (missing) 
Condition of Armament & Platforms June 30 1865. (Ltr. of Maj. C.E. 
Blunt B-1676-& Itr. of Gen. Benham 2 June 1869-B683-2nd Div.) 
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Yee ots cl 

Sketch Showing Position of Magazines Proposed for East & West Bat- 
teries with General Plan Sections. (Ltr. of Maj. C.E. Blunt Apr. 
18, 1865-B-1283. ) 


Degecoashnts20 

**General Plan of Fort Independence with Proposed Magazines Bombproofs 
Etc. Drawn under the direction of Maj. C.E. Blunt, Corps. of U.S. 
Engrs, By order of the Brd. of Engrs. convened at Boston under E.0O. 
No. 4 Pa 20, 1865. (Ltr. of Brd. of Engrs. Feb. 20, 1866-2356- 
Ist Div. 


ireec0eshte2 1 

**Sketch of South Front of Fort Independence Showing Landings, and 
the Position of the New Hospital, on the South East Point, to accom- 
pany Itr. of Gen. Benham of Sept. 30, 1867. (B-280 3rd Div.) 


Oye cOSht: 22 

Trace of Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, Mass. Showing Armament 
and Numbering of Gun Platforms, January 1869. (Ltr. of Col. H.W. 
Benham, Jan. 16, 1869-B678-2nd Div.) 


BrecO.sht.23 

**Fast Part of East Exterior Battery - Fort Independence, Boston 
Harbor, Mass. Showing Details of Magazine and Bomb Proof Traverse 
Built Under the Direction of Gen. H.W. Benham, U.S. Engrs. Drawn by 
I. Veazie, C.E. Asst. Feb. 1869. (Lts. of Col. H.W. Benham, Mar. 
11, 1869-A 2068). 


Dr. 20 Sht. 24 (Closest proposal to what was actually built) 

**Plan and Sections of Fort Independence & Batteries, Boston Harbor, 
Mass. Showing Modifications Proposed by the Brd. of Engrs. for 
Fortifications. Sept. 1869 Drawn by B.R. Green. Engr. Dept. (a 2839). 


Bree 0 Sht.) 26 

Sheet No. 2. Horizontal and Vertical Sections of Fort Independence, 
Boston Harbor, Mass. Prepared Under Direction of Bvt. Mar. Gen. H.W. 
Benham, Col. Corps. of Engs. Boston, January 1870. Col H. W. Benham 
(54 F 1871). 


rer coson ten 2/7 

Section through gun of 20 ft. parapets at Fort Independence and of 
25 ft. parapets of S.E. exterior battery Fort Independence. Engr. 
Dept. May 26, 1871. (320 F-1871). 


Ore 2OeSht. 28 

Plan and Section of Fort Independence and Batteries, Boston Harbor, 
Mass. Showing Modifications Proposed by the Brd. of Engrs. for Forti- 
fications June 1871. (Rpt. of Brd. of Engrs. June 23, 1871). 


Dre 2Orsnts 29 
Plan & Sections of Fort Independence. Engr. Dept. Apr. 19, 1872 
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Fort Winthrop-Boston Harbor Mass. Plan Showing Changes Proposed 

For Magazine and Guns of the West Face of the South Battery 

West Bastion - Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, Mass. Plan showing 
changes proposed for Traverse Magazine-South West Bastion - Fort 
Independence, Boston Harbor, Mass. Plan Showing Changes Proposed 
for Traverse Magazine. (Ltr. of Col. H.W. Benham, Sept. 25, 1873 
-Inclo. 2 of 589-F-1873). | 


ime 20 CShts31 

**East Exterior Battery of Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, Mass. 
Working Plan Showing Modifications in Accordance with Brd. Plan of 
June 1871, Subjected to such Changes as Were Caused by the Adoption 
of the New Ordnance Carriage and by the New Arrangement of Breast 
Height Wall & Traverses. (Ltr. of Col. H.W. Benham, Mar. 18, 1875 
- Inclo. 5 of 169-F-1875). 


meee Sht. 32 

**Sketch Showing Magistral of Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. 
and the Temporary Bldgs. as also the Casemates and other more Per- 
manent Quarters. (Ltr. of Col. H.W. Benham June 10, 1876 Inclo. 1 
of 300-F-1876). 


eee 0tshts 3235 
Sheet No. 1. Fort Independence, As Proposed by the Board of 
Engineers 1869-71. Drawn in Office of Chief of Engrs. March 1886. 


DrmeacoO tht: 33 

Plan and Elevations of a Proposed Storehouse for Submarine Mining 
Material at Fort Independence (Ltr. of Col. S.M. Mansfield, Aug. 
10, 1898.) 


BieeecO .Snts 34-1 

Sketch of Portion-of Castle Island (Ltr. of Col. C.E. Suter submtg. 
rpt. dated Dec. 8, 1898 re. explosion at Fort Independence on Dec. 
6 during progress of unloading submarine mine) 29142/3. 


Dr. 20 Shts. 34-2 to 34-5 

Scene of Explosion at Fort Independence. Boston Harbor, Mass. Dec. 
6the1898.. (Four Photos) Ltr. of Col. CE. Suter, submtg report 
dated Dec. 8, 1898 rel explosion at Fort Independence on Dec. 6 
during progress of unloading submarine -29142/4-6) (transferred 
PoeNwooP. a 1/22/57). ; 


Recd. from Brd. of Engrs. with rpt. of Investigation of explosion; 
submitted by Col. C.R. Suter, with Itr. of Jan. 11, 1899 


Dr. 20 Sht. 34-6 
Plan of a Portion of Castle Island. Boston Harbor, Mass. (Appen- 
dive «toOnynL. of Brd. of Offices j,abec. 14. v1898. 29142/13 


Dr. 20 Sht. 34-7 

Sketch of Craters Made by Explosion of Submarine Mines Dec. 6, 
1898. At Castle Island, Boston Harbor, Mass. (Appendix III to 
rpt. of Brd. of Officers, Dec. 14, 1898-29142/14). 
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Dre) 2468 Shit. 25-1 
Armament Sheet, Jan. 31, 1865 (Ltr. of Maj. C.E. Blunt, Feb. 23, 
1865-B-1111). 


Nesycoo gon .1co-2 
Armament Sheet, June 30, 1866 (Ltr. Col. H.W. Benham). 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-3 
Armament Sheet, June 30, 1867 (Ltr. Col. H.W. Benham - B257 
2nd Div. 1867). 


Dee. 248 -Sht. 25-4 

Armament Sheet, Dec. 31, 1873 and extract from annual report of 
June 30, 1887 (2 shts.) (Rec'd drom Col. H.W. Benham, Inclo. 3 
of 40 F 1874). 


Biever oisht 25-5 
Barbette of Fort Independence V Batis Nov. 6, 1875 (Ltr. of Col. 
H.W. Benham, Nov. 6, 1875). 


Perecss® Sht. 25-6 

**Sketch of Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Showing Condition 
of Armament on the 31st of December 1876 (Ltr. of Col. H.W. Benham 
fepeely)210// -Inclio. 73 of 654F 1877). 


Dyerc4s8 Sht. 25-7 

**Sketch of Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Showing Condition 
of Armament June 30, 1883 (Report of Maj. C.W. Raymond, June 30, 
1883 - Inclo. 9 of 525 F 1883). 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-8 
**Sketch of Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Showing Condition 
of Armament on the 3lst of March 1892 Inclo. 20. 


Dr. 248 Sht 15-9 
Armament Sheet, March 31, 1892. Inclo. 21. 


One c4orsht.i25-10 
**Sketch of Fort Independence Boston Harbor Mass. Showing Condition 
of Armament on the 3lst of Dec. 1898. 19061/56. 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-11 
Armament Sheet, Dec. 31, 1898. 19061/47. 


Dra 246usht... 25-12 
Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, Mass. Sketch Showing Condition of 
Armament December 31st, 1899 19061/105. 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-13 
Armament Sheet, Dec. 31, 1899 19061/91. 
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Dr. 240° sht. 25-14 
Sketch of Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Showing Condition 
of Armament on the 31st of Dec., 1896. 19061/13. 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-15 
Armament Sheet, Dec. 31, 1896. 19061/3 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-16 
Sketch of Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Showing Condition 
of Armament on the 31st of Dec. 1897. 19061/34. 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-17 
Armament Sheet, Dec. 31, 1897. 19061/33. 


Beeec4e Shit. 25-18 

**Defenses of Boston Harbor. Batteries at Fort Independence, Castle 
Island, Boston Harbor Massachusetts Sketch Showing Condition of 
Armament on December 31, 1900 19061/140. 


Dr. 248 Sht. 25-19 
Armament Sheet, Dec. 31, 1900. 19061/125. 


Bree cso Shit. 25-20 

Defenses of Boston Harbor Batteries at Fort Independence, Castle 
Island, Boston Harbor, Massachusetts Sketch Showing Condition of 
Armament on December 31st, 1901. (Ltr. of Capt. Harry Taylor, 
Jan. 20, 1902 - 19061/178). 


Ore 240 snt. 25-21 

Defenses of Boston Harbor Batteries at Fort Independence, Castle 
Island, Boston Harbor, Massachusetts. Sketch Showing Condition 
of Armament on December 31, 1902. (Ltr. of Capt. Harry Taylor, 
Jan. 23, 1903 - 19061/224). 


Oree259 sht."3 

**Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Sketch Showing Armament 
and Positions of all the Gun Platforms, on June 30th 1869. Boston, 
July 1869 Drawn Under Direction of Bvt. Mar. Gen. H.W. Benham, 
Corps. of Eng'rs. by B.R. Green (ltr. of Maj. H.W. Benham, Aug. 
5, 1869 - B-800). 


Dre 299 shit: 46 

Fort Independence Boston Harbor, Mass. Sketch Showing Armament and 
Positions of all the Gun Platforms, on Feb. Ist 1872 (Ltr of Col. 
H.W. Benham, Mar. 9, 1872 - Inclo. 1 of 194 F 1872). 


Record Group 77. Miscellaneous Forst File 


**]. Manuscript plan of post. Dated 1870. Scale 100 feet to the 
inch. Dimensions 11 3/4 x 20 inches. 


**2. Plan and section of commanding officers quarters. Undated. 
Scale not indicated. Dimensions 11 3/4 x 18 inches. 
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**3, Elevation and section of building. Undated. Scale not 
indicated. Dimensions 933 x 14% inches. 


**4, Plan of officers quartesr. Undated. Scale 1/8 inch to the 
foot. Dimensions 12% x 19 inches. 


**5, Section of officers quarters. Undated. Scale 1/8 inch to 
the foot. Dimensions 9%; x 11 inches. 


**6. Sketch of officers quarters. Undated. Dimensions 9 x 11 
3/4 inches. 


7. Plan and elevations of hospital. Undated. Scale 1/8 inch 
to the foot. Dimensions 193 x 29 inches. 


9. Plan of post hospital. Dated 1864. Scale eight feet to the 
inch. Dimensions 19 x 29 inches. 


**10. Plan and elevation of officers quarters. Dated 1867. Scale 
1/8 inch to the foot. Dimensions 14 x 16 inches. 


*k11. Plan of Mess room and kitchen. Dated 1864. Scale sixteen 
feet to the inch. Dimensions 10% x 22 inches. 


**12. Plan of headquarters. Dated 1866. Scale eight feet to the 
inch. Dimensions 10% x 17 inches. 


**13. Plan of barracks buildings. Undated. Scale 24 feet to the 
inch. Dimensions 15% x 1935 inches. 


Record Group 77. Fortification Map File Dr. 189 
**Mass. 7-1. Description of reservation. Manuscript. 8 x 13 inches. 
**Mass. 7-2. Same as above. 


Mass. 7-3. Map of reservation and Castle Island, Manuscript. Scale 
mancheto 4 -cahins. 8 x 13 inches. 


Mass. 7-4. Same as above, Tracing. 
Mass. 7-5. Same as above. 


Na M-617 
Catalogue of Microfilm available through the National Archives 


concerning Returns from the U.S. Military Posts 1800-1916. In- 
cluded in this catalogue: 


Roll No. Subject 

Fort Independence Returns for: 
507 July 1816 - November 1833 
508 February 1836 - December 1868 


509 January 1869 - November 1879 
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no. 128 Boston Harbor, Massachusetts Aug. 1815 - July 1821 
Draft Rendezvous July 1863 - Jan. 1864 


There may be additional pertinent information listed in the catalogue. 


Certain National Archives microfilm resources are available at the 
Archives Branch Federal Archives and Records Center, 380 Trapelo Road, 
Waltham, Massachusetts, 02154. A catalogue of these may be obtained 
at that address. These are not as finely categorized as the micro- 
film rolls on military returns. The following are excerpts from the 
catalogue rolls which may be of value to future research. 


M-246 
"Revolutionary War Rolls" 1775-1783 (138 rolls). 


M-588 
"War of 1812 Papers" of the Department of State 1789-1815 (7 rolls) 


M-6 
"Letters Sent Concerning Military Affairs" 1800-1889. Records of 
the Secretary of War. (110 rolls) 


M-420 
"Indexes to Letters Sent by the Secretary of War Relating to Military 
Affairs". 1871-1889 


M-127 
ah Sent by the Secretary of War to the President" 1800-1863. 
6 rolls) 


M-421 
"Letters Sent by the Secretary of War to the President and Executive 
Departments" 1863-1870 (5 rolls) 


M-370 
"Miscellaneous Letters Sent by the Office of the Secretary of War" 
1800-1809 (3 rolls) 


M-221 
"Letters Received (by the Office of the Secretary of War), Main 
Series" 1801-1870 (317 rolls) 


M-222 
"Letters Received (by the Office of the Secretary of War), Un- 
registered Series" 1789-1861 (34 rolls). 


M-492 
"Letters Received by the Secretary of War, Irregular Series" 1861- 
1866 (36 rolls) 
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M-495 
"Index to Letters Received (by the Office of the Secretary of War)" 
1861-1870 (14 rolls) 


M-661 
"Historical Information Relating to Military Posts and Installations" 
ca. 1700-1900 (8 rolls) 


T-251 
"List of Photographs and Photographic Negatives Relating to the War 
for the Union" (1 roll) 


T-252 
"The Matthew B. Brady Collection of Civil War Photographs" (4 rolls) 


BRITISH DOCUMENTS ON CASTLE ISLAND, CASTLE WILLIAM, CASTLE WILLIAM 
& MARY, BOSTON HARBOR AND THE CITY OF BOSTON 


Prior to the American Revolution many of the drawings of Castle 

Island were sent to England. Bill Stockinger, a fort enthusiast, 

on a recent trip to London collected the following list of references 
to maps of the Boston area in general and Castle Island in particular. 
An asterisk before an item means it is a very promising source. 


The maps listed below are excerpted from pp.147-158 of the British 


Museum Catalogue of Printed Maps Vol. IX. All of these are available 
from the British Museum. 


9603 225 
"Battles of the American Revolution"; 1"=14% miles; A.S. Barnes and 
Col., New York, 1876; 165mm x 235 mm. 


73430 (4) 
Lt. Page and Capt. Montressor; "Environs and Harbour"; 1775; W. 
Faden, London, 1777. 


*73430 (5) 
“Boston and Environs’; 1777; 4.5 in.=1 mi.; H. Pelham, London, 1777; 
two sheets. (This map is No. 14 in the Library of COlonial Office 
Series.) 


7343) 441) 
fimerddge:) 650s. ton; 1/7/75; W. raden, London, 17/7. 


73430 (23) 
Lt. Page; “Boston Environs and Harbour"; 1775; W. Faden, London, 1778. 


73431 (29) 
C. 1645; Boston Public Library, 1880; nine sheets. 
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73431 (6) 
Based on Bonner Survey; (city) 1722; G.G. Smith, Boston, 1835; 
580 mm x 425 mm. 


73431 (41) 
Burgiss and Burnet; (city); 1729; 3"= 1 mi.; G.H. Walker and Co., 
Boston, 1894; 367 mm. x 280 mm. 


K.120. 36 
mrtyeet/62; 5.5" = 1 mi.; Ches Lattre, Paris, 1762. 


Ber, 54382 
"The Universal Magazine" Vol 54, p. 225; City and Harbour; 1774; 
John Hinton, London, 1774; 345 mm. x 270 mm. 


9602 .66.4 

Jame Murray, An Impartial History of the Present War in America, 

Vol. 1 p. 431; Bunker Hill; 1775; R. Baldwin, London, (1778); 290 mm. 
x 135 mm. 

73431 °(2) 


Carleton Survey; (city); 1796; 1 in. = 48 rods; John West, Boston, 
1796; 210 mm. x 360 mm. 


Maps 184 B.2 (10) 
Improved Carleton Survey; (city); 1800; Boston, 1800. 


73431 (40) 
Hales Survey; (city); 1814; 1 in. = 85 yards; Photo-Electro Engraving 
Co., Boston, 1894; 965 mm. x 1310 mm. 


73431 (5) 
Paaneorethe City; 1824:°C. Stimpson, (Boston), 1824. 


*Maps Reference L. 5. (Appendix) 

"List of Maps of Boston published subsequent to 1600 etc."; 1904; 
Municipal Printing Office, Boston, 1904; 97 pp.; 145 mm. x 230 mm. 
(This is a reference text.) 


Maps 147.d.27. (4.) 
(City); 1693; Echelle d'une Lieve = 174 mm; E. Dufosse, Paris, 
1893; 822 mm. x 595 mm. 


Maps slid.18. (23.) 
(Harbour Charts); 1689; J. Thornton, London, 1689; 250 mm. x. 410 mm. 


Maps 13.c.4 (120) 
(Harbour Charts); 1690; 4 mi = 53 mm; P. Lea, Hydrographia Universalis, 
1690; 140 mm. x 130 mm. 


ADD. MSS. 5414.17 
Southatte Survey - (Harbour Charts); 1694; 2.75 in. = 3 mi; Augustine 
Fitzhugh, 1694; 490 mm. x 235 mm. 
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MAPS 22.d.19 
The English Pilot, Fourth Book, p. 18, (Harbour Charts); 1728; 1728 
(published); 563 mm. x 448 mm. 


MAPS. 22.d. 
The English Pilot, Fourth Book, p. 18, Map of New England Coast in- 
cluding Boston; 1737; 1737 (published); 1067 mm. x 467 mm. 


69917. (4.) 
"Map of British Empire in America etc. (with separate map of Boston 
Harbour)"; 1733. 


MAR. VII.19 
Boston Harbour; 1776; 2.5 in. = 1 mi.; J.F.W. DesBarres; London, 1775; 
1035 mm. x 716 mm. 


Catalogue of Maps, Prints Drawings etc. forming the King's pope cpiils 
cal Collection published in 1829. p. 62. 


120.39 A and B 
Col. Romer; "A Drawn Plan of Castle Island in Boston Bay" (with pro- 
files of same); 1705; four sheets. 


The following maps are excerpted from the Catalogue of the Maps, Plans 


& Charts in the Library of the Colonial Office; pp. 21-24 "North 
American Colonies, (afterwards United Stated)"; London; 1910. Write 


to the Colonial Office Library for information regarding copies. 


*No. 1 (plate 185) 

"The Draught of Castle Island in Ye Bay of Boston in America And 

Some Projections of New Fortifications Upon the Same"; 100 ft. = 1 in; 
Boston, 1699. 


*No. 2 (plates 186 and 187) 
"The Profiels belonging to Castle Island in the Massachusetts Bay in 
America"; 10 ft. = 1 in; Boston, 1699. 


No. 3 
"Boston Harbour in New England" )from J. Thornton's English Pilot); 
1 mi. = 1 in; London, 1699. 


> NO. 6 
(J. Redknap); "The General Plat of Castle Island where upon is built 
meCdastiCow li sams. is Con40 at t.= lait: bOS ton.) 1705- 


*No. 7 

J. Redknap; “Profiles of the Above Fort”; 20 ft.= 1 in.3;:Boston, 1705. 
*No. 14 

"Boston and Environs"; 1777; 4.5 in. = 1 mi.; H. Pelham, London, 


1777; two sheets. (this map is listed above from The British Museum 
Catalogue of Printed Maps; 73430 (5). 
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ENO. 16 


J. Des Barres; "Plan of Boston Shwoing Its Military Defense", (from 
einesAtiantic Neptune”, Vol. 11, Part II, No: 11); 2.5 in. = 1 mi.; 


London, 1781. 


Maps and Plans in the Public Record Office "Maps of America and 

West Indies"; catalogue proof (sheeted) 1973: pp. 429. Write to 

Public Records Office, London for information regarding copes. 

(Several of the maps listed are given under the section of the Colonial 
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Office Library and will only be repeated to give catalogue code numbers. ) 


*2504 
Colonial Office, No. 


22505 


Colonial Office, No. 


*2506 
Colonial Office, No. 


*2507 

Colonial Office, No. 
*2508 

Colonial Office, No. 


veg el 


Saepian of Castile William’; 100 ft. = 1 in.; Boston 1758; 1 ft. 
meen oxk 1 tt. 2.9 iN. 


Peale 


"A General and Particular Plan of the Island of Castle William Shewing 
the Works in Their Original and Present State, Together with Sections 
imine cDlanecOrtt ae tein protiie)s 
mms =e in. INSert) sab0StON. sl/ sls) os tte 9.5. 1N xX 2 fle 625 In: 


Throught theSame"; 50 ft. 
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APPENDIX 2 
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Banquette - a platform behind the parapet upon which troops stood 
to fire 

Bastion - a projection from the main enclosure of a fortification; 
a lunette 

Batter - an emplacement for one or more pieces of artillery 

Bombproofs - earthcovered vaults for storing ammunition; a bomb 
shelter 

Breast Height Wall - protective wall from which to fire; a parapet 


Cannonade Embrassure - opening in the wall through which cannon may 
be fired 


Casemate - a fortified enclosure; one of the vaults below the ramparts 


Coping - the cap or top of a wall, projected out from the wall 
Cordon - an ornamental band of stone 
Curtain - the outer wall between the bastions 


Dead Arch - an arch within a wall on one side only, not permitting 
passage 


Earthwork - a fortification made of earth embankments 
Embrasure - an opening in a wall or a parapet for a gun 
Emplacement - a platform for a gun 

Enceinte - an encircling fortification around a fort 


Flank - the sides of the bastions adjacent to the curtain 
Front - an entire face of the fort including the bastions 


Gallery of Communications- a hall or passageway 

Glacis - the outermost slope extending in front of a fortification 
such that it can be swept by the defenders' fire 

Gun Gallery - a hall for guns 


Intrados - interior curve of an arch 
Lunette - a bastion 


Magazine - protected room for storage of explosives 
Musketry Loophole - a slot in the wall for small arms 


Ordnance - military weapons collectively, along with ammunition 
and the equipment to keep them in good repair 


Parade Ground - area for assembling troops located inside the walls 
at Fort Independence 

Piers - pillars supporting an arch 

Pintle Block - the block on which the pintle is secured 

Pintle - an upright pin used as a pivot for the gun carriage 

Portcullis - a sliding grille of iron or wood suspended in the 
gateway of a fortification such that it can be quickly lowered 
in case of attack 
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Postern - back gate 
Parapet Wall - extension of wall above ramparts; a low wall to 
protect troops firing artillery; often known as an "epaulement" 


Ramparts - the earth on top of a fort, but not including the parapet 
Ravelin - a triangular embanked salient outside the main ditch of 
a fortress 
Redoubt - an enclosed polygonal fortification without reentrant 
angles, Such as a square fort 
Returns - receipts for military supplies 
Revetment - a facing of masonry or other material used to support 
an embankment 


Salient - the point or corner of an angled wall toward the enemy; 
the tip of a bastion 

Sallyport - front gateway 

Scarp - the outer wall of a seacoast fortification; also the inner 
wall of the ditch 

Scantling - framing lumber 


Terreplein - the horizontal platform behind a parapet 

Traverse - a circular track on which a gun carriage sits allowing 
it to pivot freely around the pintle; a mound of earth placed 
between weapons or sections of a work to localize the effect 
of shell bursts 
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SYLVANUS THAYER’S 1834 PROPOSAL FOR FORT INDEPENDENCE 
WITH AN ESTIMATE OF ITS COST 
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National Archives 
Document B 2005 (1) 


March 13, 1834 


The Board of Engineers 
submits a project for 
the Repair & Improvement 
of Fort Independence. 


ssi 


ol 


By2005 32) 


Brig. General Newport March 13th 1834 
Charles Gratiot 
Chief Engineer 
Si, 


In compliance with your instructions the Board of Engineers has 
proposed the project herewith submitted for the Repair & Improve- 
ment of Fort Independence on Castle Island in the harbour of Boston. 


The large amount of appropriations which will be requisite to complete 

this work renders it incumbent on the Board to state their views of the im- 
portance of this position & of the necessity of the changes indicated 

in this project. 


The advantages of Castle Island as the site of a work for the defense 
of Boston against an attack by water were discovered at a very early 
period of our history, it having been constantly occupied for that 
purpose since (about) 1630. 


It is in fact favorably situated in every respect for the defense of 
the Main Channel and possesses the further advantage of commanding the 
Bt ) Broads". 


The necessity of an efficient marine battery in this position will 
neither be obviated or in any degree diminshed by the construction of 
the works projected for the defense of the outer harbour which to the 
latter the Fort on Castle Island will serve as a second line of defense; 
it affords the only security against the smaller class of vessels which 
as iS known, may enter into the harbour thro' Broad Sound. The Board 

is therefore of opinion that this work ought to be maintained & so 
improved as to be secure from a coup de main. 


For the details of this project this Board respectfully refers to the 
drawings (plans elevations & sections) which accompany this Report. 
The principal constructions which an accurate survey of the Fort & 

a close examination of its present condition have shown to be neces- 
Sary in order to its being suitably adapted to its object may be 
briefly stated as follows 


Ist Scarp Wall A new face of granite to replace the old face 

of brick now in a state of entire decay; giving to the new face 

a batter of 1/48 instead of 1/9 which is that of the original face. 
This scarp, which raises from 11' to 13' around the greater portion 
of the work, to be carried up 12' higher on an average so that the 
new Cordon & Coping will be nowhere less than 22'4" or greater 

than 30" & averaging 26'6" in height. 

2d Casemates brombproofs to be substituted for the present Quarters 
& Barracks which, from decay, would otherwise require to be rebuilt. 
In these casemates Embrassures are provided for Future additional 
pieces of heavy cannon bearing in the most favourable direction 

for the defense of the Main Channel. 
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B 2005 (3) 


3d Other bombproofs for Magazine & Storerooms. It is proper here 
to remark that the present magazine is in so ruinous a condition 
owing to defects of construction & long neglect, as not to be 
susceptable of reparation. 

4th A casemate for cannonades in each Flank without which the 
front of the scarp along the whole extent of every curtain to- 
gether with a considerable triangular space in front not being 3m 
from the coming line be left undefended. 


We have the honor to be 
very respectful ly 
your obed. servants 


((eleaGe lOve a) @.engr: 
Branch Col. 


L. Thayer 


Major of Engineers 
Bye Lite COs 
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Estimate 


Of the materials and Workmanship; and of the Funds required for the 
Repair and Improvement of Frot Independence in Boston harbor (Mass.) 


lst Masonry Hammered Rubble 
Stone Stone Bricks 


Chemise on Scarp wall along the Case- 
mates between cordon and foundation 
of Piers length 729' height 20' width 
Be O07 B82 sc. 41621' 


Face of Scarp below chemise between 
foundations of piers & new surface 
of ground length 729' height 5'6" 
width 3'6" 10026 4011 


Face of Scarp between old foundations 
and new surface along N.E. Curtain 
& adjacent casemates - length 
fa 7 heiont, 5’ width 3' 3250 


New face of old scarp sustaining 
earth: length 1412' Height 14'6" 
width 3' SIGHS 10237 


New wall built on old: length 1412' 
height 11' width 6' 42360 59306 


78 Counterforts length 4'6" height 
11' width 4'6" 16484 


Stone Parapet length 880' height 
O60. Widtns 5" 24420 


Course of cordon under stone 
parapet length 880' height 1' 
width 6'6" 2640 3080 


Cordon course along earth parapet 
length 1262' Height 1' width 6" 3783 3783 


Interior revetement of Parapet 
length 1261' Height 4'6" 
width 2'6" 14186 


Foundations of do. Length 1261' 
Height 2'6" Width 5'6" 11033 
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Hammered 
Stone 


(carried forward) 172687 


Casemates on N.E. & S.E. curtains; No. 


of casemates 14; Span 18'; Total 
length of arches 650'; Thickness 
2'; Height from floor to crown of 
intrados 14' Thickness of Piers 5' 


Casemates in the South curtain for 
officers quarters alternately 21' 
and 16' span; Total length of arches 
eevee inickness of 21" span 2'4"; of 
16' Span 2'; Height from floor to 
crown of intrados 14'; Thickness of 
piers 5' 


Gateway - width 8'; Height 8'; Span 


of arch 12'6" Length 43'; thickness 
of arch 1'8" Thickness of Piers 5' 383' 


Flank casemates 20' span; Thickness 
of arch 2'8" Height to crown of 
intrados 14'; Thickness of Piers 
(mean) 6'; Thickness of rear walls 
3'4" Mean length of arches 23' 


Flank casemates 20' span; Thickness 
of arches 2'4" Height to crown 
of intrados 12'2" Mean length 21'; 
Thickness of rear walls 3'3; Piers 
Se A 


Principal Magazine - length 46'; length 


of arch 40' Span 15' Thickness of 
arch 3: heiaht to intrados 10°10": 
Thickness of Piers 6' 


Magazines in Bastion A Length of No. 1 42' 
Sino roresG.; In thesclear; span t3'6° 
Thickness of arch 2'8"; Height of Intra- 
dos 12'9" Thickness of Piers 5' 


Magazines and Storerooms in Bastion E: 


No. 1 mean length of arch 25'; Span 12' 
Thickness of arch 2'8" No. 2 Mean length 
of arch 25'; Mean Span 13'3"; Thickness 
Oftarch 2 4" 
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Rubble 
Stone Bricks 
166987 

64066' 32072' 
Pa322i 15680 ' 

Nee: Sie 
17097; 4097' 
32864' 10134' 
14090' 2460 ' 
15487' 
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Hammered 
Stone 


2 Privies in Bastion E length of each 
14' Span 12' 


Supporting walls over the ends of 
casemates along Scarp and parade 
wall 


Parade wall along casemates Length 
b/7 6 Heignt.20°3° Width 1! - 
Deducting openings for doors and 
windows 1078' 10721" 


Parade wall backed by galleries Length 
303'11" Height 20'3" Mean width 4' 
Deducting openings and adding foun- 
dations Gallery 6' wide back wall 3' 
wide; Height 7'6" to crown of arch 92325 


Parade wall without galleries; Length 
30'8"; Height 20'3"; Mean width 6'; 
Ramp walls without galleries - Length 
171'; Mean height 10'; Mean width 
3'7" Adding foundations 3805' 


Coping of Parade wall including Ramp 
Length 1083'; Width 2' Thickness 9" 1626' 


Galleries of communications to Flank 
casemates 10. Total length 471'; 
Span of arch 6'; Thickness of arch 
1'; Height to crown of arch 7'6"; 
Thickness of abutment wall 1'6" 
Adding foundations 


Steps, Landings, Platfroms &c &c 5400 


14 Gun Embrassures, 22 cannonade 
Embrassures Dead Arches over 36 
Flues and arches over 44 Fireplaces 
4 Covers 4 Cisterns ( ot 
smoke to casemates tot. vol. 


Plastering 


Casemates for Officers Quarters 16466 
Do., Soldiers Barracks Ballz 
Do., Principal Magazine 1588 
Do., Other Magazines and Privies 6716' 
Ceiling of Gateway 634' 


Total 48576 sq. ft. 
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Rubble 
Stone Bricks 
3864 ' 1428' 
20280' 

4765' 

34735. 22508 
98075' 
12816 3110 
10000' 
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B 2005 (7) 
5397 Yards Cornices for Officers Quarters 780 running feet 
Sheet Lead: 
For covering roofs of casemates & for pipes to 

carry off the water 
For 18' Casemates on N.E.& S.E. Curtains 21600' 
For 21' and 16' Casemates on South front superfic ft. 12674' 
For 27' Flank Casemates 2300' 
For 20' Flank Casemates 8208' 
Magazines, Storerooms & Privies 7 for Galleries 
of Communications 10994 ' 

55776 


superficial feet weighing 2's pounds per superficial foot equal 


to 139,400 pounds 
Recapitulation of Masonry Vol 


1392 Cubic Yards Hammered Stone - for face of parade 
wall, cordon, coping, steps, platforms &c, &c at 
46.75 per cu. yd. 

6158 C.Yards of Do. Do. for face of scarp, stone 
parapet and other purposes at 44 per c.yd: 

17,756 c. yds of Rubble Stone at 42.00 per c.yd. 

Saying 23306 cub. yds of Stone at 43.50 pr. c.yd. 
including Lime, cement, Sand, Labor of making 
mortar and attendance 


Stone Cutting 


69455 superficial feet - for Scarp and Stone 
parapet, including coins and arch stones and 
expense for repairing tools at 20¢ pr. ft. 

20198 sup. feet - for face of parade wall arch 
Stones, window and door sills &c, &c. at 25¢ 

2141 Running feet of cordon at $1.10 

1083 R'g. feet for coping of parade wall at .85 

6,864 sup. feet - for stairs, platforms &c. &c at 25¢ 


Bricks: 89603 cubic feet of 26 Bricks per cu. foot = 
2,330,000 at 14 per M. including Lime, cement, sand 
labor of making mortar and attendance 


Plastering: 5397 sup. yards at 60 including furrings 
and lathings 
780 running feet of cornices for officers quarters at 


Forward 
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24,632. 
.00 


31,912 
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Brot. forward $207,018.35 


Sheet Lead 139400 pounds at 8 cents pr. 1b. 
including laying and solder at 4¢ pr. 1b. 


(the figs. provided by the Government) D50/D% 
2d Carpenters, Joiners and Glaziers Material &c 

Floors for officers quarters 5540' 

re "soldiers casemates 5461' 

eas "-casemates of N.E. curtain 2160' 

ee "magazines &c. 3502 

17663 superficial 

feet at 10 cents per sup. ft. 1,766.30 
Scantlings for floors 3860 cubic feet at 30¢ pr.c.ft. 15158290 
Centres for arches of casemates 200.00 
780 Running feet of plinthe and base moulding for 

offices casemates at 20¢ pr. rning ft. 156 .00 
1444 plain base boards for soldiers casemates and 

other furnished rooms at 8 cents ees Bcd We 
Gate to Postern $150 150.00 
8 Doors to magazines at $30 lock &c. complete 240.00 
18 Do. to galleries &c. at $20 360.00 
4 outside doors to officers quarters at $30 120.00 
24 inside Do. to Do. including architiores, bolts, locks 

&c. at $20 480.00 
14 outside doors to soldiers casemates including same 

as above at $20 280.00 

Forward $217,638.67 


Brot. forward $217,638.67 


10 inside doors to Privies at $10 100.00 
40 windows to officers casemates, 22 windows to soldiers 

casemates &c. and 20 other windows containing altogether 

1852 superficial feet at $1.00 pr. sup. ft. including 

glass, sashes, Backs, elbows, architraves, shutters 


and all other appurtenances 1,852.00 
Marble Chimney pieces to Officers Quarters 

Soap Stone for fireplaces and other fixtures 1,000.00 
Smithry including materials 2,500.00 
Excavation & Embankments 370000 cubic yards at 25¢ 9,250.00 


$232 .340.60 

Expense of syupertntendance & disbursement 
& incidentals ...10 percent 23,234.06 
$255,574.66 


Respectfully submitted 
L. Thayer 
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